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It is undoubtedly a fact that the housing
situation is worse than it was when the
Premier went to the Premiers’ Conference
in 1968. He did not get any money from
the Commonwealth Government because
the Prime Minister told him he could
not spend what he already had. We have
the Minister for Housing saying that he
was short of money, and the Premier
saying he was not. If this is not a hope-
less mess ahd muddle then I do not know
what it is. No wonder we are not getting
any result!

Although this motion may not be car-
ried I am satisfied it will ginger up
the Government to the full realisation
that the housing position is not as the
member for Mirrabocka would have us
believe through his weighty contribution
that everything in the garden is lovely,
and we should just let things go on as
they are, and the problem will resolve
itself, According to him there are no
people needing homes and there is no
distress; that is the burden of the song
he sang 'this evening.

On the contrary, we believe the housing
situation is desperate for the people in
the low income group, and that is why
the Minister for Housing appealed to the
owners of empty houses to let them to
tenants in order to relieve the Minister
of a big part of the responsibility and
worry which he is now shouldering be-
cause he is short of money.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—21
Mr. Bateman Mr. Jones
Mr. Bertram Mr. Lapham
Mr. Bickerton Mr. May
Mr. Brady Mr. Mclver
Mr. Burke Mr. Norton
Mr. H. D. Evans Mr. Sewell
Wr. T. D. Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Toms
Mr. Graham Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Harman Mr, Davies
. Mr. Jamieson (Teller)
Noes—25
Mr. Bovel Mr. W. A, Manning
Sir David Brand Mr, McPharlin
Mr. Burt Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Cash Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Court Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cralg Mr. Q°Connor
Mr. Dunn Mr. Ridge
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Runciman
Mr. Grayden Mr, Stewart
Dr. Henn Mr. Willlams
Mr. Hutchingon Mr. Young
Mr. Kitney Mr. I. W. Mannlng
Mr. Lewls (Teller)
Palrs

Ayves Noes
Mr. Hall Mr. O'Nell
Mr. Moir Mr. Rushton

Question thus negatived,
Motion defeated,

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.
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The SPEAKER {(Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chalr at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

KEWDALE LANDS DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor recelved
and read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the Bill

QUESTIONS (47): ON NOTICE
1. CHILD CARE CENTRES
Provision of Funds
Mr. GRAHAM, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government given any
consideration to the provision of
funds or subsidising local auth-
orities for the erection and/or
conduct of child care centres in
order to ocater particularly for
families where there is a necessity
for a mother to have employ-
ment?

(2) If so, what decisions were arrived
at and why?

(3) If not, will he consider the mat-
ter?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

(1) Yes. The Government has pro-
vided assistance in respect of two
such centres, and, because of the
expected establishment of & num-
ber of other centres, is currently
evolving a policy covering assist-
ance to this type of activity.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) Answered by (1).

2 TRAFFIC
Motor Vehicle Modifications

Mr. GRAHAM, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1) Is any action being taken to
require motorists to discontinue
using vehicles whils{ these
vehicles have certain fittings and
extras which were not fitted by
the makers?

(2) It so, will he give details of the
action being taken, including the
type of fittings ohjected to; the
number of vehicles the subject of
such action; the action which has
been taken against owners or
drivers, or in respect of the
vehicles?

(3) What are the reasons for the
action?
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Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) ¥Yes. Action Is being taken under
Vehicle Standards Regulation 1106
(1) which reads—

“(1) A motor vehicle or trailer
shall not be altered from the
manufacturer’s specification, or
from its form on the occasion of
its first repistration in regard
to chassis frame, wheels, sus-
pension, steering, brakes, axles,
engine, body structure or ex-
haust system without the prior
approval of the licensing auth-
ority.”

(2) A number of motorists have been
instructed to correct alterations
made in respect to the vehicle
components described in regula-
tion 1106(1) which have not met
with approval. The number is
not known.

If the alterations have not met
with approval, work notices have
been issued to have correction car-
ried out within a reasonable time,
Only in extreme cases is the
vehicle ordered off the road.

(3) Regulation 1106(1) was adopted
from the Australian Motor Vehicle
Standards Committee Draft Regu-
lations and originated at a national
level because of the growing prac-
tice to alter and modify compon-
ents of a vchicle regarded as
essential to safety performance
without subsequent inspection and
ap_;zroval of the appropriate auth-
ority.

In many instances the workman-
ship is substandard and carried
out by amateurs with no regard
for safety or consideration for
other road users, Minor modi-
fications correctly carried out are
not objected to, but there are
cases where suspensions have been
lowered to the extent of leaving
insufficient ground clearance,
noisy exhausts have been fitted,
overpowered engines placed in
vehicles with standard gear boxes,
transmissions and braking sys-
tems and many other alterations
made without regard to the manu-
facturer's tested and proven
vehicle design.

POLICE

Patrol Cars and Siations South of
the River

Mr. BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Police:

(1) How many patrol cars are on duty
each evening in the metropolitan
area south of the river?

(2} How many police stations are in

the metropolitan area south of the
river?

[ASSEMBLY.]

(3) How many of these police stations
are manhed in the evening for
public use?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

{1) Eleven patrol vehicles operating
full time in the evenings, to-
gether with 14 station vehicles
that carry out intermittent
patrols.

(2) Fourteen.

(3) Three operate full-time during the
evening, these heing Victoria Park,
Victoria Quay and Fremantle.
The remaining 11 stations operate
intermittently as required.

This question was postponed,

DYSLEXIA
Advisory Council

Mr., WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) ‘What stage has been reached in
the establishment of an advisory
council for dyslexia?

(2) When is it likely that finality will
be reached in this matter?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) Discussions have been proceeding
between officers of the Publle
Health Department, Education
Department and Dyslexia Assocl-
ation as to the constitution of the
most desirable advisory bhody.

(2) Finality will be dependent upon
agreement being reached between
the negotiating authorities.

POLLUTION
Pinpointing

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Health:

(1> Bas he read an article in The
West Australian of Tuesday, the
10th March, 1970, headlined '"New
system will pinpoint air pollu-
tion”?

(2) Has he any information to hand
regarding this system, if so, would
it be applicable in Western Aus-
tralia?

(3) If informafion is not at present
available, would he call for a re-
port as soon as possible and give
his findings to the House?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) The system operates on and trans-
mits a sighal at a set level of
sulphur dioxide. It is primarily
intended for areas of very high
industrial concentration, combined
with low level sulphur dioxide
emission from domestic coal fires
and where thick fogs are exper-
ienced. As there are no such fogs
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and no doméstic pollution in W.A.
and measured levels of sulphur
dioxide sre negligible compared
with those at which warnings
might be consldered necessary,
theé system is not warranted here.

{3) Answered by (2).
This question was postponed.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
Amendment

Mr. T. D, EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

Is he now able to give a definite
answer to my question of the 2nd
October, 1969, concerning amend-
ment of section 20, paragraph (a)
of the Legal Practitioners Act?

. COURT replied:

Recent propeosals from the Law
Society are being considered and
legislation is likely to be submit-
ted during the next session.

CHILD WELFARE ACT
Section 20

" Mr. T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to
the comments of the Court of
Criminal Appeal (W.A.) made on
the 6th October, 1969, in the case
The Queen v. Gill (see W.A. cur-
rent Law, Volume 5, No. 7; case
143) concerning the many prob-
lems associated with the construc-
tion of section 20 of the Child
Welfare Act and the hope ex-
pressed that the legislature may
give further consideration to this
provision?

If “Yes” what action is contem-
plated and when?

. COURT repliéd:

anid (2) Thése questions should
bhe directed tc¢ the Minister for
Child Welfare who administers the
Child Welfare Act.

2)

1)

UNCLAIMED GOODS
Legislation

Mr. T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has the report from the Law Re-
form Committee touching upon
the question relating to the right
to sell uhcalled for goods yet been
received by the Government (see
question Legislafive Assembly the
12th August, 1969)?

If “Yes” is legislative action con-
templated and when?

2}

94)

11,

a9

Mr. COURT replied:

(1} and (2) The cointiittee has ad-
vised that the report will be sub-
mitted in the near future.

TITLES OFFICE

Statement by Leader of the Opposition,

12,

- and Effect of New Sysiem

Mr. CASH, to the Minister represeni«

ing the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has he seenh a statement by the
Leader of the Oppasition in the
“Political Notes” column of The
West Australian of the 6th
March in which the Leader of the
Opposition in the Legislative As-
sembly stdted that the Titles
Office proposed to close the Titles
Office to the public and pass over
the preparation of land transac-
tion documents to members of the
legal profession?

Is there any substance in fact for
such a statement?

In relation to the submission of
documents to the Titles Office will
he state the effect of the new
documents system, as compared
with the previous system on—
(a) the general public;

(b) real estate agents;

(c) banking institutions;
(d) settlement agencies;
(e) the legal profession?

. COURT replied:

Yes.

This is really dan inadmissible
questiph—see May's Parliamen-
tary Practice, 17th Edition, page
353 (15). However, there is no
substance in the assertion con-
tained in the report.

The office will continue to accept
documerits from any person or
organisation as under the old

()
@)

(1)
2)

(&3]

system.
Mr. Tonkin: Who told the Minister
that?
SHARK BAY INLETS

Closure

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minlsier for Pisheries and

Fauna:
Referring to his answer to part
(2) of question 4%7 on the 17th
instant, wherein he states that the
closing of Useless Inlet and Use-
less Loop could reduce the fish
population by from 5 to 10 per
cent., can it be assumed that this
statement does not include the
additional 8,800 aecres of Useless
Inlet to be added to the already
enclosed areas?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No.
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13.

14 and 15.

Mr
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STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Policies
. NORTON, to the Minister for

Labour:

(88

2

(&)

Mr

Has the State Government Insur-
ance Office a policy in respect of
insuring a dwelling against flood
if the dwelling is insured with
them against fire, storm and tem-
pest?

If such a policy is not available

to individuals is one available to

group insurers?

What are its premiums for—

(a) fire only;

(b) fire, storm and tempest: and

(c¢) fire, storm, tempest and
flood?

. BOVELL (for Mr, O'Neil) re-

plied:

(1)

2
(3)

ed.

Yes, Both the fire policy and the
houseowners and householders
policy may be extended to include
flood for an additional premium.
Acceptance of the risk or the
amount of the additional premium
would depend upon the location
of the dwelling.

Answered by (1}.

This is information of a competi-
tive nature. However, rates vary
with the construction and use of
a building and tts location. Be-
cause of this there are numerous
rates for the categories requested.

These guestions were postpon-

18. TECHNOLCGGICAL EDUCATIONAL

Mr.
Education:

FACILITY
Rockingham-Kwinana Area
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Relating to establishing a tech-
nological educational facility in
the Rockingham-Kwinana region—
(1) Has a decision been taken to
establish such a school or in-
stitute in this region to pro-
vide for the needs of a large
and growing community?

If “No"” can an immediate
survey be undertaken in con-
junction with the industrial
organisations in the area to
ascertain the need for such
an institution?

D

. LEWIS replied:

1t Is sssumed fthat the questions
refer to the establishment of
facilities for technical educatjon.

(1) No.

(2) Surveys are carried out each

yvear to provide information as
to the number of classes re-
quired at the Fremantle Tech-
nical College for students
from the Rockingham-EKwin-
ana area.
The situation 1s being closely
watched by the department
to determine the stage at
which the nurnber of students
will be sufficient to justify the
establishment of a technical
institution in the area.

17. This guestion was postponed for one

week.
18. HOUSING
Building Programme: Pilbara
Mr. BICKERTON, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will he supply details of the State -

Housing Commission’s bullding

programme far the next 12 months

in the following towns—

(a) Port Hedland;

{b) South Hedland;

(c) Karratha;

{(d) Roebourne;

(e) Onslow;

(f) Marble Bar;

(g) Nullagine;

(h) Wittenoom?

Mr. BOVELL (for Mr. O'Nell) repled:
(1) Year 1969-1970—

(a) Nil,

(b) Tt 15 proposed to commence
building forty-one single
units in two blocks of thward
facing lots at South Hedland;
also, eight courtyard houses
at Cooke Point (near Scouth
Hedland).

(c) Nil

(d) Nil.

(¢) There are two houses under
construction at Onslow.

(f) Nil

(g} Nil.

(h) Nil.

(2) Year 1970-1971—

(a) and (b) Twenty housing units.

{c) Five housing units.

{(d) Two housing units.

(e} Nil,

(f) Nil,

{g) Nil.

(h) Nil.

19, TRANSPORT

Pinjarra and Mendurch: Permits

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

In view of the development and
changing status of the towns of
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Pinjarra and Mandurah, will he
give consideration to having both
towns declared permit free areas?

. O’CONNOR replied:

It is intended that the policy of
granting licenses for road trans-
port as agreed to for the alumina
refinery will be extended to other
business firms and traders at Pin-
jarra. The policy in regard to
Mandurah is being reviewed and
this will be considered in consul-
tation with the Mandurah Shire
Counceil.

20. This question was postponed,

a1,

Mr.

WATER SUPPLIES
Plgstic Pipes
JONIS, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

1)

2)

(1)

When did the Public Works De-
partment approve of the use of
plastic piping in water mains
within the city areas?

When will the policy be extended
to cover country areas?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replled:

and (2) Both the Metropolitan
Water Board and the Country
Water Supplies have approved as
from Ist January, 1970, for use in
private consumer services—not
water mains—pressure pipes for
water provided they meet the fol-
lowing requirements:
Type “P" pressure piping suit-
able for potahle water and
abproved brands with safe work-
ing pressure as set down in
Australian Standards for rigid
P.V.C. and Polythene pipes.
The size of pipe Is limited to a
maximum o¢f one inch nominal
diameter
services and the pipe must be
laid underground to a depth of
not less than 18 inches unless
otherwise approved.

As with other piping, installa-
tion must be carried out in ac-
cordance with appropriate By-
laws, and fittings used shall be
of the same manufaciure as the
piping.

The approval is on an owner/
onus basis and neither water
supply authority will be held
responsible for water regarded
as used due to fallure of piping
and the water so used will have
to be paid for by the consumer,
Supply of water shall be term-
inated in the event of excessive
wastage of water due to either
materials, Installation or oper-
ation.

in all but farming -

22.

Mr.
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There is an additional condition in
the case of Country Water Sup-
plies emanating from pressure re-
quirements—-that in country areas
prior application must be made to
the local water supply office where
the district engineer will determine
whether it can be used and, if so,
what type.

Approval was given for plastic
piping for water services on farm-
lands on the lst February, 1968.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dams in South West
JONES, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

(4 )]

2)

&)

D
2)

23.

ing

24.

Mr.

the

Is the Government investigating
the possibility of constructing
similar dams to the Glen Mervyn
Dam in the south west portion of
the State?

If '"Yes"” what has the investiga-
tion revealed?

If “No” will he have a survey
implemented?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Yes.,

and (3) Investigation s not com-
pleted.

COLLIE COAL
Reserves

. JONES, to the Minister represent-

the Minister for Mines:

Does he consider that the recom-
mendations of R. A. Menzies and
D. T. Hanrahan wherein it is
recommended to put down nine
bore holes can adequately prove
the coal reserves at Collie?

. BOVELL replied:

The drilling recommended in the
Menzies and Hanrahan report will
be sufficient to bring the know-
ledge of the coal measures at Col-
lie to a stage where any company
or authority wishing to develop
8 new colliery will be able to de-
cide where detailed drilling for
colliery development is required,

AGED PERSONS HOMES
Mt Henry: Cooling

MAY, to the Minister representing
Minister for Health:;

In view of the extreme discom-
fiture experienced hy the aged
people at the Mt. Henry Home
during recent summmer months,
will he give urgent consideration
to improving the conditions prior
to next summer?
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25,

26.

27.

Mr.
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ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The ferm “extreme discomflture”
greatly exaggerates the situation.
The very few areas where there
have been justifiable complaints
have been airconditioned.

A programime of upgrading the
M¢t. Henry hospital has commenc-
ed. Because of the magnitude of
the task the work will be spread
over several years.

HOUSING
East Manning

. MAY, to the Minister for Hous-

ing:

1§ 3]

(2}

(&)

(1}

@)

&)

In view of the sewerage and
drainage works now being carried
out in the State Housing Com-
mission Iland at East Manning,
will he advise when housing de-
velopment will commence?

Has the final plan for this area
been completed?

If not, when is it anticipated the
plan will be avallabhle?

. BOVELL (for Mr. O’Neil) replied:

It is expected that some housing
development on Commission land
at Bast Manning will commence
in 1972,

There is no final planning design
for the area.

It is anticipated a plan will be
completed in 1971,

This guestion was postponed.

)

(2}

Sir
L
(2)

SUPERANNUATION AND
FAMILY BENEFITS ACT

Amendment

. BRADY, to the Premier;

Are any amendments being pre-
pared in connection with the
Superannuation and Famlily
Benefits Act for the current
session?

If “Yes" could an outline of
amendments be given to the
House?

DAVID BRAND replied:

Yes.

It is intended to Introduce legls-
lation to extend cost-of-living
adjustments to pensioners who
retired during 1968 and to increase
the allowance to pensioners who
retired in earlier years. Other
improvements to benefits are un-
der consideration and it Is expect-
ed that further legislation will be
brought down in the next session
of Parllament.

28.

29.

LOCAL: GOVERNMENT

Unepproved Mineral Claims: Rating

Mr.
ing

BURT, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Local Govern-

ment:

)

(2)

3

(1)
(2)

(3

Is he aware that minerals claims
which have been pegged and
applied for and recommended for
approval by a warden, but have

not as yet been granted by the

Minister for Mines, are being
actively prospected and, in some
cases, bought and sold for sube-
stantial amounts?

Is it permissible for a shire to rate
such mineral claims if situated
within its boundaries?

If so, what system of rating
mineral claims should apply?

. NALDER replied:

Yes.

Mineral c¢laims are ratable on
issue of a certifieate of registra-
tion after approval of the Minis-
ter for Mines,

Answered by (2).

RAILWAYS

Employees: Retrospective Pay

Mr,

BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Railways:

What greater jurisdiction was
possessed by the industrial com-
missioner who heard and deter-
mined the second hearing of the
railway employees' claim for
retrospective pay than was pos-
sessed by the industrial commis-
sioner who heard and determined
the claim in the first instance?

. O'CONNOR replied:

The claim by locomotive engine-
men for retrospective payment of
wage increases was heard In the
first Instance by an industrial
commissioner who made a recom-
mendation only—not a determin-
ation—as he had no power under
the Industrial Arbitration Act to
make a determination giving ret-
rospective application to an order
of the industrial commission.

The second hearing was before a
private arbitrator—not an indus-
trial commissioner—as a term of
seftlement of a dispute which had
placed a ban on the operation of
the ‘“Indlan-Pacific” passenger
traihs. In addition to the parties
agreeing to the matter going to
brivate arbitration they also
agreed to abide by the decislon of
the arbhitrator.
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HOSPITALS
Armadale-Kelmscott
RUSHTON, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Health:

What is the present position re-
garding the addition of a mater-
hity wing to the Armadale-Kelm-
scoit District Memorial Hospital?

. ROSS HUTCHINSCN replied:

Tenders for earth works were
called on Saturday, the 14th
March, and it 1s anticipated that
tenders for construction of the
bullding will be called within a
few weeks,

POLLUTION

Cockburn Sound Conservation Commiliee

Mr. TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Works:

32.

(1)

(@)

1)

Mr.

On what date was the Cockburn
Sound Conservation Committee
established?

Since its establishment—

(a) how many specific instances
of pollution have been report-
ed to the committee,

how many specific investiga-
tions have been carried out
with regard to pollution;

how many warnings have
been issued with regard to
pollution;

how many prosecutions have
been initiated with regard to
pollution?

)

(c)

@

. ROSS HUTCHINSON repled:

and (2) I will make the necessary
inquiries of the secretary of the
committee so that the honour-
able member’s question -¢can be
answered.

POLLUTION
Cockburn Sound

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

1)

2

3)

1)

Has the interdepartmental com-
mittee set up to investigate pol-
lution of Cockburn Bound from
industries in the Robb Jetty-Coo-
gee Beach area reached any con-
clusions with regard to this prob-
lem?

If “Yes” what decisions were ar-
rived at and what recommnenda-
tions made?

Can the committee prediet at this
stage whether the area concerned
should be pollution free by next
summer?

. COTURT replied:

and (2) The committee estab-
lished to Investigate pollution of
Cockburn Sound is not an inter-

3
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departmental committee. The
Cockburn Sound Special Indus-
tries Committee has been estab-
lished by industries in the area
which d.lscha.rge effiuent into the
Sound.

Negotiatlons are current with the
committee on final details of a
proposed expert study to investi-
gate methods of treatment and
disposal of effluent.

A proposal by a consultant for in-
vestigation of effiuent treatment
and disposal has been received,
and is currently being examined
by the Government and members
of the committee. The proposal
estimates that the study would
take three months, after which
firm proposals for treatment and
disposal of effluent would be avall-
able. This would include the time
required to solve the problems,

I should clarify that by saying the
report will make a definition of
the time required to solve the
problems; they will not be resolved
in the three months.

33. This question was postponed.

34.

335.

HOUSING

Local Government Participation

Mr.

DAVIES, to the Minister for

Housing:

1

@

1)

(2)

Has the Covernment made any
official or unofficial approaches to
local government councils to take
part in housing development?

If so, what has been the resuli?

. BOVELL (for Mr. O’Neil) replied:

Yes. The commission has vigor-
ously sought to encourage local
government councils to participate
in housing development.

The Government and local
authorities have assisted in the
promotion of rural regional ter-
minating building societies located
in country areas. Similarly, the
response by country shires to use
their borrowing powers to build
units of accommodation for Gov-
ernment employees has resulted
in a capital contribution ap-
proaching $1,000,000

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Nickel Refinery: Outlay for Land

Mr.

TONKIN, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development.:

(1)

When the Government scquired
land at Kwinana for and on be-
half of Western Mining Corpora-
tion for a nickel refinery did the
company advance the necessary
funds to cover the cost of all land
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36.

37.

(2)

3

Mr.

(o))

(2}

3)
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acquired or was payment made by
way of reimbursement after the
land had been acquired?

If advances were not made prior
to the land being acquired what
was the total outlay of Govern-
ment funds before reimbursement
by the company on whose behalf
the land was acquired?

What was the total area of land
so acquired at Kwinana?
COURT replied:

Except in the early stages of
acquisition of land at Kwinana
for and on behalf of Western
Mining Corporation for a nickel
refinery, the company advanced
the necessary funds to cover the
cost of land acquired.

In all, the amount the Govern-
ment outlayed, and was reimbursed
by the Company, was $116,400,
made up of —Options—3$700, De-
posits—$21,522, in settlement of
purchases—$94,178.

141 acres 1 rood 15 perches.
(The answer of 99 acres 1 rood
15 perches given in answer to
Question & of the 18th March,
1970 was incorrect, as inadvert-
ently an area of 42 acres acquired
by the Government between 1963
and 1966 for general future in-
dustrial use was again deducted,
glthough it had previously been
taken into account.)

I would like to clarify with the
Leader of the Opposition privately
whether his question was directed
at the amount of land acquired
under this particular system, or
whether he wanted the total acre-
age of the whole refinery area.

OMBUDSMAN
Appointment

. BRADY, to the Premier:

As Press reports indicate an
ombudsman is to be appointed in
Tasmania, will he give an indica-
ticn if it ts likely an ombudsman
will be appointed in Western Aus-
tralia in the near future?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

Nothing has occurred of recent
times te cause the Government to
change its views on the appoint-
ment of an ombudsman. How-
ever, the result of the proposed
appointment in Tasmaniz will be
watched with interest.

HOUSING

Rent: Charges and Rebales

Mr. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How are maximum and minimum

rentals for State Housing Com-

38.

39,

(@

3)
4)

Mr.
(1)

(2)
3

4)

mission homes arrived at under
the scheme for rebhating rents on
the basis of family income?

Is the size of the family unit
taken into consideration when
applying rebates in rent?

Can he provide a scale of rental
charges in relation to income?

What is the maximum rent
charged for a State rental home
or flat and what is the relative
income of the tenant?

BOVELL (for Mr. O'Neil) replied:

Under the provisions of the Com-
monwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment, rental rebates are granted
where a tenant on limited income
will suffer hardship in meeting
the required economical rental.
The relative provisions of the
agreement are tabled herewith.

The size of family unit is no}
taken into consideration when
applying rebates of rent,

Scale of rental charges in relation
to family income calculated as in
(1> is tahled herewith.

The maximum rental of a four
bedroom house in the metropeli-
tan area is $15 per week. Under
the rebate scale, any tenant whose
“family income” assesses to $569.50
per week and above, would be ex-
pected to pay this rental.

The papers were tabled.

Mr.
(1)

(2)

Sir
)

(2)

Mr.

SURF BOARDS

Safety Measures
BURKE, fo the Premier:
Has any further consideration
been given to the need for some
action to bhe taken for the proper
co-ardination of manufacture and
design of surf boards?
Does the Government feel action
is warranted; if not, why not?
DAVID BRAND replied:
Yes. A report by a special sub-
commitiee of the Water Safety
Division of the National Safety
Council of Western Australia has
recently been received. A
The report is currently being
studied and further action will
depend upon the conclusions
reached.

RAILWAYS
Outdoor Signs
BURKE, to the Minister for Rail«

ways:

Regarding the upgrading of out-

door signs on rallway property—

(1} On what date were tenders
called and when did they
close?
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(2) What were—
(a) the number of tenders re-
ceived;
(b) names of firms tender-
ing;
(c) tender prices submitted
in each case?

(3} How many of the firms tend-
ering were based in Western
Australia?

Mr. O’'CONNOR replied:

(1) Tenders were called on the 14th
January, 1970, and closed on the
14th February, 1870.

(2) (a) Six.

(b)Y (i) London and Provincial
Poster Group;
(ii) Silk Screen Arts (W.A.);
(iii) Levingston Pty. Ltd.
(Vieo;
(iv) Shelter Advertising Pty.
Ltd. (W.A);
(v) Qutdoor Advertising of
(vi) City & Suburban Bill-
posting Co. (W.A.).
(¢) This contract has not yet
been let and it is considered
inadvisable to disclose such

informadtion.
(3} Four.
HEALTH
Cyclamate

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1} What products are being sold in
this State for humean consump-
tion which contain the substance
cyclamate?

(2) Has he taken action to identify
the said products to the public?

(3) If “Yes” when and how?

(4) If “No” why?

Mr. ROSS HUTCIHINSON replied:

(1) Certain foods labelled in accord-
ance with the food and drug
regulations as “low calorie” foods
‘or as “suitable for diabetics”.

(2) Yes.

(3) Food and drug regulations made
in 1961 require all foods contain-
ing cyclamate to carry on the
label of every package in capital
letters of not less than 8 points
measurement the words “THIS
FOOD CONTAINS CYCLAMATE,
A NON-NUTRITIVE SWEETEN-
ING SUBSTANCE.” All foods
mentioned in answer to question
(1) are labeled with statements
to this effect.

(4) Not applicable.

41, BERNARD KENNETH GOULDHAM

42,

43.
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N

2

Sir
¢ D)
2

Compensation

. BERTRAM, to the Premier:

Has the Government now refused
a request made by the solicitors
for Bernard Kenneth Gouldham
to compensate Mr. Gouldham for
the grievous loss and damage he
has sustained by reason of the
miscarriage of Jjustice which
occurred in his case?

If “Yes” will he state each of the
reasons for this refusal?

DAVID BRAND replied:

Yes.

It was considered in the circum-
stances of the case that paymeng
of compensation was not applic-
able.

This question was postponed.

-

STATE TAXATION AUTHORITY

Stuff

Mr. DAVIES, to the Treasurer:

D

2)
@

4)

(5)

(6)

Sir
1)

2)

3

What is the staff establishment
of the new State taxation auth-
ority?

Have all positions been flled?

When will the authority operate
in its own right?

Is it a fact that several female
junior drafting assistants, parti-
ally qualified, were not needed
when staff transferred from the
Commonwealth?

Is it a fact that these employees
had to revert to clerical dutles?

Is it likely that positions suitable
to their training could eventually
be offered to them?

DAVID BRAND replied:

319 positions, including existing
Commonwealth branches engaged
on valuation and taxation duties,
together with the Probate Dutles
and Stamp Offices of the State
Service, and new executive, ad-
ministration accounts and records
sections being set up.

No. Offers have heen made, or
are jn the process of being made,
to Commonwealth officers involved
in the takeover, Other positions
are being progressively filled by
State appointments.

It is proposed that the department

will commence full operations

from 1st July, 1970, subject to

suitable arrangements being

gnalised in regard to accommoda-
on.
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_ {4) The positlon is that one senior

)

(6)

drafting assistant and two junior
female clerical assistants who
were acting as drafting assistants
were not oﬂered employment by
the Bt.ate Two of the officers
have only progressed to the initial
stages in hecoming qualified, while
the other has no qualifications
and is not studying.

Tms is a matter for the Com-
monwealth Taxa.tion Office, but it
is understood  that the senior
officer ‘is now oceupying a clerical
positfon, the duties of which are
predominantly of a drafting
nature, at a’ considerably higher
salary than she previously re-
ceived.

It is also understood that the two
clerical assistants have elected to
resume in clerical positions, but
both have been given opportuni-
ties to apply for drafting posttions
in other departments. Neither
has suffered any reduction in
sa.lary and in fact one is receiv-
ing a much hlgher salary than
before.

Answered by (5).

PROBATE DUTIES
Valuations: Farming Areas

Mr. GAYFER, to the Treasurer:

Apropos my question on Tuesday,
the 17th instant, congerning taxa-
tion values of farmmg land for
probate and other purposes, as
sales gcompared to the number of
farming properties on the market
are virtually nil, what is embrac-
ed under the terms “and such
other factors as bear on the ques-
tion of values”?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied;

45,

The first step in making valua-
tions in a rural area is the
ana]ysm of sales within the dis-
trict. ‘Once a pattern of land
values according to soil type is
established, final values are adopt-
ed ‘after making due allowance
for such factors as the situation
of the property, its rainfall pat-
tern and Aaccessibility to publie
utilities and amenities within the
district.

RAIL AND BUS TRANSPORT

Suburban Parking Areas

Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is he aware of cars being parked

near suburban rajlway stations so
that the owners may presumably
travel by train to the city to avold

trafic and parking difficulties?

46.

(2)

(&)

Mr.
(1)
(2)

(3

If so, or In any case, will he con-
sider establishing parking areas
where feasible on railway property
adjacent to stations between
Midland and Fremantle?

At stations where this is not
possible, will he seek the co-
operation of local authorities to
acquire areas to achieve this pur-
pose in relation to—

(a) rail transport;

(h) M., T.T. transport"

O'GONNOR replied:

Yes.

Parking areas have been estab-
lished at most suburban rallway
stations. As patronage increases
and where land is available, ex-
{onal parking areas are proposed.
(a) This has already been done
and will be pursued whenever
necessary. =

The M. T.T. {s examining the
concent of park and ride
transport, especially adjacent
to express routés which en-
ables the -trust to glve fast
transport to the city.

(b)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr.

Pilbara Region
TONKIN, to the Minlster for In-

dustrial Development:

(o)

3

4)

(5)
Mr.

(0

Wil he supply details of the Gov-
ernment’s overall scheme for both
short and long-term major de-
velopments planned for the Pil-
bara region?

) In what, respects does the project-

ed fron ore development of Han-
wright partrership and interests
negotiating with it run counter to
the Government's regional con-
cept and threaten to frustrate it
by fragmented development?

What are the main differences in
the terms upon which new iron
ore agreements will be negotiated
compared with those contained in
existing iron ore agreements?

Has he made any approach to iron
ore companies for the purpose of
obteining agreement for an in-
creasge in royalties?

If “Yes" with what result?

CQURT replied:

It is Impracticable to set cut in
det_au within the limits of an ans-
planned ‘develppments for Pilbara.
The plans for Pilbars iron ore may
be very briefly summarised by
saying that the Government's

overall plan for the Pilbara region
provides for development on &
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properly  co-ordinated reglonal
basis including all matters such
as towns, railways, ports, water,
power, ete. '
To achieve the maximum econ-
omic result and to remain com-
petltwe in later years in the world
markets—where the future of
Pilbara region lies—the regional
concept is necessary to ensure that
the economies of scale both in
respect of individual company
operations and regional facilities
are achieved.

It goes beyond this so far as fhe
actual gre deposits are concemed
In this regard it would be wrong
to look at the region as a series
of separate deposits with emphas-
is on the high grade depoait.s
only.

The better approach is one where
the reglon is looked at as an iron
ore province and rationalised
plans of mining and processing
developed in co-operation with the
operating companies to ensure
that ore of varying grades and
qualities 1s mined, processed, and
marketed to produce the maximum
continuing and stable result.

We have not at this point been
ahle to determine how far the
current Hanwright proposals
would fit info or cut across the
Government’s regional concept
and create a, depree of fragmenta-
tion we are anxlous to avoid be-
cause at this juncture there are
no detailed Hanwright projects
before us. They have—quite in-
dependent of the Government—
negotiated, or are in the process
of negotiating, a series of proving
options to various flrms, which
options I understand are intended
to be for periods longer than the
duration of the current temporary
TEeServes.

It is in the public interest as well
as in the interest of those with
whom negotiations are being
undertaken that it should be
clearly understood the final de-
clsion as to whether temporary
reserves will be renewed and on
what conditions rests with the
Government.

Public statements by Hanwright
indicate they are demanding iden-
tical conditions to those in exist-
ing projects.

It 1s not practicable nor desirable
—because of the obvious effect on
our negotiating position—to be
specific. But there could be a8
number of very important areas
of negotiation where new agree-
ments would differ from those
currently In existence.

417.

4)
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I would take it for granted that
the community at large and the
Opposition in particular would
expect us to keep matters of this
kKind under review in the light of
%xpenence and market and other
rends

and (5) Not beyond the negotia-
tions that have taken place to
clarify the interpreistion of the
original royalty definitions to en-
sure maximurm benefits to the
State.

Unless there are some important
changes of circumstances it 1s un-
likely that any renegotiation would
be attempted in the immediate
future so far as the established and
pioneer projects are concerned.
This does not of course rule out
the possibility of negotiations for
higher and different forms of
royalties In any additlonal pro-
jects such as the ones +that
presumably Hanwright or their
nominees will want to discuss
with us nor does it rule out
renegotiation where there are
changed circumstances.

TRANSPORT
Intrastate Air Services

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When intrastate airline timetables

2

3

4)

1)

16

are altered or amended are they
submitted to his department for
approval?

If “Yes" does his department ex-
amine them to see thai reason-
able gpportunity is afforded for
smaller towns to be able to com-
mute with one another?

Is he aware of the difficulty that
clivil servants and others are hav-
ing in planning their trips be-
tween Port Hedland and Carn-
arvon and other towns in the
north-west?

Is he also aware that due to the
present MM A, timetable Carn-

arvon has lost the services of an
Infant Health Sister?

. O'CONNOR replied:

Yes—to the Road and Alr Trans-
port Commission.

Conslderation is given to keeping
services in operation to the smal-
ler towns and to ensure that they
have an air link with g centre of
commercial importance but owing
to the paucity of loading it is not
always economically feasible to
provide that the smaller fowns
have direct contact with each
other.
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(3} No complaints have been recelved
but efforts are always made to
ensure that the timetables of
feeder services out of Carnarvon
and Port Hedland are co-ordin-
ated with those of the mainline
service from Perth.

A4).1 am informed that while there
are three flights per week from

, Geraldton to Carnarvon, the only

. return flight is on a Saturday.
As Infant Health Services staff
are not prepared to work on a
Saturday the visit of a Sister to
Carnarvon has heen discontinued.
1 am arranging for the position to
be investigated.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Pilbara Region

Mr. TONKIN, to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

As it would appear from The West
Australian this morning that the
Minister had available to him yes-
terday the necessary information
to answer the question I had on
the notice paper, was his reason
for postponing the question that
to have given the Iinformation
vesterday would have Interfered
with his plans of a prerelease, in
vilew of the fact that he had al-
ready taped the information for
the Press?

. COURT replied:

I can assure the YLeader of the
Opposition there was no such in-
tentlon on my part. The tape
recording I gave to the Press was,
I understood, for the Press merely
to get general information as to
the situation that exlsted In re-
spect of this controversy that is
¥ waging.
v The Leader of the Opposition can
be assured that I was just as sur-
prised as he was when the Infor-
mation was released. I did not
make the Information avallable
yesterday, only because the answer
was so long and there was the
' possibility that the Speaker would
have ruled 1t out of order, but as
I have reduced it more or less to
a precis, I hope 1t is now within
the acceptable lmits when the
Speaker looks at the answer I
have given.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 17th March.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [246 pm.]: On
Tuesday evening the Minister introduced
some amendments to the Police Act which

[ABSEMBLY.]

he doubt the House will accept, but for
my part I am a little eritical of the fact
that it is only three or four years ago that
the Minister introduced a Bill to amend
section 81, which covers fines and penal-
ties imposed for the removal of boats, and
to my mind it seems that & egreat deal
of time is wasted by having officers re-
viewing penalties and fines at such short
intervals. I therefore hope that in future
when amending legislation is brought for-
ward, it will be a comprehensive cover of
the Police Act incorporating any contin-
gency that may arise with regard to the
removal of boats, motorcars, acts of van-
dalism, and so on, instead of having legis-
lation brought into the House piecemeal.

Some of the amendments have relation
to sections 23 and 24 of the Act to allow
the commissioner to reduce the status of -
non-commissioned officers, or those who
commit breaches of discipline, and to re-
duce senior and first-class constables to
constables when they commif breaches, In
the main, I do not think we can object
to those amendments, because they will
give the commissioner some additional
power to maintain discipline within the
Police Department -and yet, at the same
time, if he feels so disposed he can go
the full limit by dismissing an officer who
has caused some trouble in respect of him-
self or his senior officers.

By and large, I believe the amendments
can be given the approval of the House.
However, I consider the proposed penalties
relating to the removal of boats, flats, and
s0 on, from the river or some other place,
could he considered to be extremely strin-
gent. For example, it is proposed in the
Bill that instead of the penalty being $100
fine or six months’ imprisonment it shall
be $500 or imprisonment for two years.
The basic wage and even the remuneration
of professional men that I know—despite
the fact that such men do get & lucrative
return today for their services—have not
increased at a rate proportionate to the
proposed inerease in penalties in this Bill,

It seems to me the Police Department
might take the view that these fines should
not be so steep; but to be fair o the Min-
ister and to the Commissioner of Police,
who no doubt has recommended these
alterations, as a past Minister for Police
I recognise the great difficulties of run-
ning the Police Department of Western
Australia. It may be that the department
feels if the fines and the other penaltles
provided are stiff enough they will, in
turn, reduce the number of crimes and
reduce critminal acts. This may be so,
but I have my doubts because very often
I fee! that the people who indulge in
these practices do not pay very much re-
gard to the penalties.

It seems there could be bhetter educa-
tion of the people elther in the schools,
on television, in the Press, er through
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other channels of mass media for the
purpose of obviating many of the crimes
which are committed today. As B re-
sponsible member of Parliament I am not
unmindful of the fact that the Police
Force has been increased from about 1,000
members in 1959, when I was the Minis-
ter for Police, to over 1,500 members to-
day, or an increase of approximately 50
‘per cent. in & period of 10 years.

We must give some consideration to the
'gquestion of protection, and ascertain where
we are heading. I am one of those per-
sons who believe in police protection and
that the police should be given all the
assistance possible by the Government and
the public, generally, in order to enable
the police officers to carry out their
duties. They have a most difficult task,
and if they did it properly they would
command the highest respect from
the community; on the other hand, if
they only half did the job, or did
not do it at all they would bring
@ great deal of discredit on the de-
partment generally.

I think I am entitled to say that in
recent times a section of the community
has advocated the running of its own pri-
vate police force. Members of Par-
liament will recall that recently a num-
ber of jewellery shops were broken into,
hot once but on a number of occasions.
The master jewellers, the wholesalers, and
the retailers felt that the time had ar-
rived when they should provide their own
police force. I hope the time never arises
when organisations—whether they be of
vetailers, wholesalers, commercial inter-
-ests, industry, or professionsl people—are
allowed to run private police foreces. I
am not even happy that some retai! estab-
lishments in the city have appointed pri-
vate policemen to move around their
stores. It shows weakness on the part
of the Government to allow that. While
we are dealing with amendments to the
Police Act I thought I should refer to this
matier, because we are all concerned with
it. The Police Department is a very im-
'portant one, and we must give it every
consideration.

At this juncture I should mention that
I believe the Commissioner of Police should
be invited to express the view whether
the time has arrived, as a result of his
experience, for an overall inquiry to be
‘made into the efficiency of the Police
Department. In saying that I am not
having a shot at the commissioner or his
officers. In the 1968 annual report of the
department the commissioner himself has
published enough for members of Parlia-
ment—if they read between the lines of
the report—to indicate that the depart-
ment requires much more assistance than
it is getiing. As a past Minister for
Police in the previous Labor Government
I have always felt that this is the Cinder-
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ella department of the Government de-
partments. I think we have passed the
stage where any department in Western
Australia should be considered a Cinder-
ella department. For that reason the
commissioner should be invited to insti-
tute an inquiry, either internally through
his own officers or externally with assist-
ance, to review the whole position.

There are many people who are con-
cerned with the crimes being committed,
the perpetrators of which are not being
apprehended, In receni times there have
bheen some shocking crimes in Western
Australia, and in some instances the
criminals have not been brought to book.
I recall the murder which was committed
in Geraldton not so long ago, and in this
case, as far as I know, the criminal has
not been apprehended. There are similar
cases to which I can refer. So, while the
Police Act is being amended I think the
time is ripe when some of these matters
should be mentioned.

People have been complaining about the
police not srriving promptly on the scene
when their notice has been drawn to the
committing of misdemeanours. Other
people have complained that there are in-
sufficient traffic police officers. Yet we read
that nine or 10 police officers are engaged
in carrying out activities in the police boys’
clubs. These officers do a2 good job, and
I am not taking anything away from their
efforts. In fact, I take my hat off to them,
and I give the Police Department full
marks for undertaking these activities. At
the same time I ask myself whether we
can afford to have policemen acting as
instructors in police hoys’ clubs when the
commissioner is experiencing difficulty in
maintaining the strength of the force snd
in apprehending eriminals.

In the last 24 hours I heard the Minister
for Police say that consideration was being
given to instituting highway or road
patrols. That might be a step in the right
direction, or it might not be. Some people
think that much of the work that is in-
volved with traffic patrol and with pelice
action on traffic matters should be taken
away from the Police Department. I go
along with that view partly, but the fact
remains that we do not always get the
opportunity fto refer to the Police Deparf-
ment. So, on this occasion I am referring
to a few of the matters which have been
brought to my notice, I could dilate at
length on this aspect, but I shall not
do so at this juncture.

I do, however, want to draw attentlon
to some of the comments of the Commis-
sioner of Police contained in the annual
report of the department, to show that
consideration should be given to what I
have pointed out. In the 1968 annual
report, among many other matters which
are important to the running of the Police
Department, the following paragraph
appears:—
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‘There is an oblization on the general
public to recoghise its responsibility.
For a crime to be committed there
must be an opportunity and too fre-
quently the police observe an absence
of  responsibility by both private
persons and business concerns for the
protection or security of their pro-
perty. Valuable property is frequently
a.vallable in’ circumstances which con-
stitute a temptation to those who are
susceptnble

So the Commissioner of Police is, In
effect, concerned because many Deople in-
vite crlmlnal action oh the part of the
public, whether those members of the pub-
le be vandals, teenage youths, or mature
men and women. These boat owners are
virtually lnviting criminal action and the
Minister now proposes to increase the fines
and other penalties in connection with the
removal of boats, dinghies, flats, and
utensils used on boats. Boats on trailers
can be seen on almost every beach. Also
in sany sort of storm, many hoats are
washed up onto the beach because they are
not properly moored.

The other night the Minister stated that
over 100 reports had been received of
boats that had been removed In recent
times. I believe many of the missing boats
have not actually been stolen, but are
missing merely because they have not been
moored In the correct fashion to ensure
thelr safety.

Some boats and dinghles e on bheaches
month in and menth out, and in some
cases they create problems for those
people who desire to make use of the
beach. Therefore, referring to the com-
misstoner’s report, I believe that a great
number of boat owners Invite people to
steal their boats. Therefore, why should
the penalties be Increased two and a half
times in the space of four years? I would
ask members to give some thought to this
aspect. Better still, I would ask members
to read the 1968 and 1989 reports of the
commissioner in order that they might
ascertaln the true position.

Let us have a look at what the commis-
sloner said in his last report which was
tabled in the House only two days ago.
After all, we must reallse that these re-
ports are nat laid on the Table of the
House merely in order that they might be
filled away. They are made available in
order that members might be kept in toueh
with the situation covered by each report.
The commissioner is facing diffculties
which will be reflected tn our soclal peace
in the future. He sald—

The year under review was one of
continued Industrial activity with in-
tense Interest in large scale mining
development throughout the State.
The rapld egrowth has brought prob-
lems of a large increased permanent
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and itinerant population and labour
shortages; these have hoth affected
the Pollce Force.

8o we see the commissioner is In the same
pesitlon as many other industrial and
commerclal enterprises, He 1s faced with
staff shortages, but he cannot do what
private and public companles can do. He
cannct offer another $5, $10, $15, or $20
over the award rate, He has to maintaln
his staff at the award rate or ln accord-
ance with an agreement arrived at with
the Government. Therefore the Minister
and the commissioner should have our
sympathy In some respects with regard to
thelr difficultifes. In connection with an-
other matter the comxnlsaioner says—

Transfers from the Metropolitan
Area to country districts has caused
quite a number of resignations, In
many instances the member is pre-
pared to transfer but his wife resists
and finally comes reslgnation, prob-
ably where the wife is also working
and earning falrly good wages.

Now it seemns members of the Police Force
in the metropolitan areea have, to some
extent, certain advantages over those In
country districts, and 1t may be that some
of these sspects must be recognised. It is
in this respect that perhaps an internal
inguiry could highlight the sltuation and,
as & raesult, samething might be done to
improve the position before crime gets out
of hand. Another important statement
made hy the commissioner reads as fol-
lows:—

Crime cantipues to rise resulting in
my decision to fncrease the Criminal
Investigation Branch by an additional
twenty men during the next year, pro-
vision having been requested and
approved by the Government for in-
clusion of these in the fifty additional
strength authorised for the year
1869-70.

I could read many other important para-
graphs but I do not think you, Sir, will
approve if I do so, and, personally, I do
not think it would be desirable to do so
at this time. However, I referred to those
paragraphs in the 1968 and 1969 reports
to indicate that the Commissioner of
Police is confronted with certain difficul-
ties. It may be that much good would
result if the Minister invited the commis-
sioner to give consideration to the estab-
lishment of a comprehensive inguiry con-
cemlng the difficulties being experienced,

I come back to the amendments. I do
not think that by and large we can oppose
any of them, having regard for all the
circumstances. I am as sympathetic as
anyone else towards the genuine man who
moors his vessel properly in order to deter
interference by vandals or removal hy
thieves. But I have no sympathy for
those who more or less invite vandelism or



[Thursday; 19 March, 1870.]

theft by leaving their boats lying around
where they can be easily taken and used
by all and sundry.

With regard to the disciplinary clauses
under which the commissioner will be able
to reduce the status of various types of
officers to constables, while I think that
this is & weakening of the overall position,
I believe we must face up to it and give
the commissioner this power.

With those remarks I support the Bill.
However, if the Minister intends to make
any further amendments to the Police Act,
I do hope he will try to include them in
one Bill each session, rather than deal
with them piecemeal.

I could go on to mention many other
activities for which I feel greater penalties,
fines, or other punishments, should be im-
posed, but I am not going to do so at
this stage. From questions asked in the
House, even as recently as today, I know
that throughout the metropolitan area
concernt is felt regarding the efficiency of
the Police Department. However, let me
say in conclusion that I believe the com-
missioner and his top-ranking officers are
doing an excellent job, and sometimes they
are not given full credit for this. We
must realise thiat they aré doing the best
they can with the facilifies available, and
it is our fault if we do not give them the
power and shot to do a better job and
improve the overall efficiency. I support
the Bill

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [3.9
pm,]: I have nothing to contribute to
the amendments concerning disciplinary
action for members of the Police Force for
dereliction of duty, but I believe I have
a responsibility to comment on the amend-
ments dealing with unauthorised removal
of any boat, flat, or barge, or any fitting
or equipment. I think this definjfion
could be broadened to include craft other
than those mentioned. However, I assume
a pretty wide interpretation would be put
upon that provision.

Protection is afforded also in respect of
motors, parts, fittings, furniture, et¢., and
I have in mind the crayfishermen in my
_electorate who have been inconvenienced
as & consequence of something as simple
as an oar or rowlocks being removed from
the boats they use as tenders to get to
and from their cray boats.

Even the dinghy itself, or its outboard
motor, might be missing—either borrowed
or stolen. The proposed increase in penal-
ties will be a deterrent. A crayfisherman
and his crew, even on the present-day
deflated price of crayfish, could lose hun-
dreds of dollars as & consequence of un-
authorised people interfering with their
craft.

The equipment carried by fishing boats
is extremely expensive. I refer to the
electrical system, the radio, and the echo
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sounder, not to mention the engine and
other such parts. The craft also carry
ropes, nets and anchors which are very
expensive.

I would also point out that repairs to
and maintenance of fishing craft is very
expensive. Those who carry out repairs
seem to assume that fishermen are like
farmers and can be charged prices out of
all proportion to the services rendered.
A fisherman recently pointed out to me
where a simple installation had cost him
$70. The installation was one which I,
as a tradesman, could have done in ap-
proximately two hours, and the cost of
the material involved was infinitesimal.

However, that is the type of charge
made for work done on fishing etraft. Such
repairs could need to be made through
no fault of the owner, and the owner
should have some redress at law. Also,
a craft might have to be slipped as a re-
sult of vandalism, and slipping charges
are not low. The maintenance associated
with ordinary wear and tear costs many
dollars per hour. That is bad enough, but
when the damage is inflicted by vandals,
it is even worse.

The Minister will remember an instance
of an escapee taking charge of a craft
and heading north. He was overtaken
in the vicinity of Ledge Point. That fel-
low would have pgot away with, say,
$50,000 worth of equipment and ecould
have ruined it or lost it entirely.

Unlike the membher for Swan, I do not
think that the penalty to be imposed in
an instance such as that would be incon-
sistent with the crime commifted. I do
agree that for lesser offences the penalties
might be excessive, but I will deal with
that matter later. The occasion I men-
tioned concerned a fishing boat, but the
same could apply to pleasure craft asso-
ciated with yacht clubs within my elec-
torate, and in other areas along the river
foreshore. 1 want see protection
afforded to the owners of those boats.

I refer not only to the craft which are
anchored on the river or in the yacht
clubs, but also to boats In the fishing boat
harbour. I would go so far as to say that
in my electorate the value of water craft
would run into millions of dollars. I refer
to the boats In the fishing boat harbour,
those In the varous clubs, and also the
fishing boats which come from Fremantle
and are fishing off our coast. Those craft
all need protection.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Just as well we
have the fishing boat harbour.

Mr, FLETCHER.:; That is so, and I am
pleased that there is some supervision. The
previous speaker referred to haphazard
mooring of boats and I admit that does
oceur. I also wish that more facllities
were provided for safe anchorage and care.

I submift that eraft which are trailer-
borne cannot be parked in the llving room
for safekeeping, and are usually parked
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outside. There should be some protection
at law for people who own such eraft. For
example, a relatlve of mine left his traller
outside his house in Mt. Pleasant. When
he got up one morning the trailer was
missing. He could have had on the traller
a craft worth $500 or $5,000 and whoever
took the trailer could have been many
hundreds of miles away on his way to the
Eastern States or the north-west by day-
light. I ask: What redress would that
person have unless there were some teeth
in an amendment such as this?

As I have sald, I have many yacht clubs
and fishing craft In my area, and I do
not think a filne of $500 or a gaol term
of two years Is inconsistent with the major
offences I have mentioned.

I assume that some discretion will be
used in the case of minor offences. The
maximum penaliies should not be impesed
if, for Instance, some young people who
were swimming in an area took posses-
slon of a dinghy or the oars or rowlocks.
I do belleve that the penaltles are for
those who commit the major crimes of
steallng or dellberately damaging a craft.
As a consequence, I feel there 1s a respon-
sibility upon me to support the Bill which
is at present before us.

MR. BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [3.17
pm.]: It 1s difficult, of course, to speak
to any Bill without having had a proper
opportunity, and the time, to study it first.
1 am in that category. This Bill was intro-
duced not yesterday, but the day before
and as one has many duties to perform—
one of which is to remain in this Chamber
whilst the House is sittlng—I have found
it most difficult.

I was stunned to find that this Blll is
now before the House at three o'clock on
Thursday aftermoon. I do not think it is
falr. If a matter is important enough to
be brought before Parllament in the form
of a Blll, then surely it 1s lmportant
encugh for members to be glven an oppor-
tunity to study it, and not just glance at
it, so that when the Bill becomes law it s
effective and not a botched-up job as is
too often the case.

The Minister has told us that this Bill
was for the purpose of achleving two ob-
jectives. Ome. broadly speaking, was to
bring up to date, sectlons 23 and 24 of the
Police Aet. I do not think there is any-
thing I can add in debate to what has
already been said; the amendments seem
to be necessary.

The other amendment has to do with
section 81 of the Police Act. The Govern-
ment is concerned—as 14 ought to be con-
cerned—about the number of boats, flats,
barges, and the like which are being un-
lawfully taken possession of—something
different from stealilng. If a craft is stolen
the provisions of the Criminal Code are
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quite adequate to deal with the situation.
In the case of a stolen motorcar the Crimi-
nal Code can quite adequately deal with.
the sltyation. What occurs In the case of
a boat being stolen is similar to that which
cccwrs when a motorcar is stolen,

Far mare often than not the boat or
the motorcar Is not stolen, it is merely
unlawfully taken, That 1s to say, the
offender has decided he will borrow it for
the time, but he certainly has not in mind
taking it permanently, or depriving the
owner of it permanently.

Therefore, it is not surprising that the
proposed amendment to section 81 in re-
spect of unlawful possession through the
taking of boats, flats, and barges will make
the law somewhat similar to section 60 of
the Traffic Act, which deals with the un-
lawiul taking of motor vehicles. The pro-
posed amendment to section 81 will delete
quite a portion of the existing section 81,
and it also seeks to make the provision
more effective in that it will include within
its operation boats which are taken when
they are not actually in the water.

Apparently legal advice has been given to
the effect that the section, as il is now
worded, does not apply if the boat does
not happen to he in the water at the time
it is taken. To overcome this, the sec-
tion has heen reworded to include boats,
harges, and the like which may be taken
at a time when they are on slips or
trailers. Nobody would object to this
proposition, which is very reasonable.

At this point, it comes down to one
matter which 1is worth consideration;
namely, & trailer is a mofor vehicle. Sec~
tion 4 of the Traffic Act gives the follow-
ing definition:—

“motor vehicle'” means a self-propelled
vehicle that is not operated on
rails; and the expression includes
g trailer, semi-trailer or caravan
while attached to a motor vehicle;

It seems to me the situation could arise in
the unlawful taking of a boat on a trailer
when the offender could find himself being
charged twice and found guilty twice for
what is really one offence. The penalties in-
volved are fairly heavy. I do not com-
plain about that; but, on the other hand,
I do not think a person should bhe charged
twice for the one offence.

Under the proposed amendment to sec-
tion 81 the penalty could be a fine of $500
or imprisonment for two years In addi-
tion to other things. Section 60 (1) of
the Traffic Act reads—

Penalty—
(i) for a first offence,
Maximum: Imprisonment
for twelve months or
a fine of five hundred
dollars;
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Minimum: Imprisonment
for one month, or, at
the discretion of the
court, a fine of one
hundred dollars, but,
whether imprisonment
or a fine is imposed, the
minimum penalty is in
each case irreducible in

mitigation notwith-
standing the provisions
of any Act.

That venalty applies to & first offender.
Of course, the penalty for a second offence
is much greater and this, too, s
enumerated in that section.

I am aware that from time to time the
situation does arise where a person finds
himself convicted on a number of charges
for what, in fact, is really one offence.
Of course, courts take these matters into
consideration, but Parliament should be
aware of the situation. When the situa-
tion is as apparent as it is in connection
with a boat on a trailer, some provision
should be written into the legislation to
let the courts know just ‘what Parliament
thinks of & situation of that sort. We
should not leave it to luck and guesswork
in the hope that the law will be just when
it is administered.

If a person takes a boat at a time when
it is on a trailer, thai should be one offence.
It is as simple as that and there is no
need to charge a man under the Police
Act and under the Traffic Act. ‘This sort
of thing is quite unnecessary and makes
hard work of s simple matter, slthough
tha.(ii; is something Parliament is inclined
to do.

Consequently, I suggest thought should
be given to this matter and, above all,
if a person offends by taking a boat on a
trailer he should not be convicted on two
charges. One conviction is gquite suffi-
cient and will achieve what we are seeking
with this measure.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay—Minister for
Police} (3.26 pm.1: I thank members for
thelr support of the Bill. The member for
Swan was critical to the extent that he
said the opportunity was taken two or three
years ago to amend the penalty applicable
to section 81 of the Police Act which deals
with the removal of boats and that Par-
liament was taking the same action again.
He asked why Parliament had not taken
the action at that time to provide the
penalty which is included in the amending
Bill.

I remind the member for Swan and the
House that the purpose of the amendment
to section 81 at that time applied to all
sections of the Police Act. In other words,
there was an overall increase of penalties
in all sections of the Police Act.
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Since then the number of pleasure
craft on our waters has increased con-
sidergbly. My colleague, the Minister for
‘Works, could correct me on this point, but
I think there are between 18,000 and 20,000
on our waters today which are regisiered
with his department. The value of these
craft is very considerable indeed. One has
only to take into consideration the value
of an outboard motor on some of the craft
to realise that the suggested penalty of
$500 is not excessive. Also we should bear
in mind that a penalty of $500 will not
necessarily be imposed by & magistrate,
because that is the maximum penalty.

The member for Swan said that the
solution to the problem of stealing boats
and fittings from craft is a matter of
education. I could not agree more. We
are trying to achieve this through our
schools and other media, particularly
youth clubs.

On the other hand, because this educa-
tional programme is carried out in police
youth clubs and the like, where police
officers devote a considerable amount of
their time, the member for Swan was
critical and said that the police officers
should be engaged on law enforcement
work and should not carry out educational
programmes through youth organisations.

I remind him that many police officers
do this work in a voluntary capacity. I
do not know the number of police officers
who are engaged full-time on police youth
work but I do know that a considerable
number of them do this work in a
voluntatry capacity.

I was rather concerned when the mem-
ber for Swan went to the extent of saying
that he thought it was time to initiate a
comprehensive inquiry into the Police
Force. This is going to be misunderstood.

Mr. Brady: The commissioner's reports
indicate that he wants some assistance.

Mr. CRAIG: I am coming to this. The
honourable member said there should be
an overall, comprehensive inquiry into the
Police Deparfment.

Mr. Brady: Brought about at the re-
quest of the commissioner.

Mr. CRAIG: This is a severe reflection
on the ability and efficiency of the de-
partment.

Mr. Brady: I made it clear that there
was no reflection on the commissioner or
his main staff,

Mr. CRAIG: I am glad the honourable
member said that because I want to clear
this up here and now. This is a. reflection
on the department and every officer who
works for it. The commissioner himself
constantly has these matters under review
and only last year we appointed an
assistant commissioner to assist him.
Many other measures have been carried
out in the department to ensure that every
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possible officer Is avallable for the work
for which he was engaged—that is, law
enforcement.

outable mémber made this stat.ement and,
adverting to his interjectiofi, I would say
that no request from the coinmissioner for
additiohal miiipower or equipment has
ever been fefiised. What the commission-
er wahts by way of assistance is the co-
opergtioii of the piliblic. If we could get
this ¢&o-operation fiom the public our
problems in solvmg crime would not be as
gredt ag they are today. That is what we
aré lgoking for, and what the commission-
er is looking for in seeking assistance.
Over the eight years I have beeh the
Minister, not one request from the com-
missioner has been refused. I want to
glear that matter up for the member for
wan.

Mr. Brady: Why the criticism from the
. jewellers?

Mi. CRAIG: I will come to the jewellers.
We have taken other steps to ensure that
we get the maximum Ifrom the force we
have available to us. Only recently we
have introduced the infringement notice
system to reduce court work., We have
introduced a systern whereby traffic police-
men can give evidence by affidavit to
save court appearances. We are also
serving summonses on Government de-
partments and semi-Government depart-
ments, as we have done in the past. These
things have heen done to free policemen
for other duties. We are engaging ceadets
to release policemen from desk work., We
investigated the possibility of replacing
-certdin unifoarmed policemen in the traffic
office; and the like, with civil servants. This
was done in a number of cases. We then
had objections from the union and there
was a compromise. Nevertheless, dquite a
number of policemen were relieved of
those duties.

The honourable member also mentioned
murders. I do not want to delay the
passage of this Bill, but I must correct
some statements that were made—I would
say irresponsibly made—by a responsible
member of this House. The honourable
member referred to a recent murder for
which the criminal has not been brought
to book. Buft how many murders have
been committed in- this State where the
murderer has not been brought to book?
I can recall only one. That is a very
good record.

Mr, Jamieson: What about the young
fellow at Freémientle a couple of years
ago?

Mr. CRAIG: That is the oné I have in
mind—a seaman who was stabbed—and it
is the only one I can recall in my time.
This does reflect great credit on our Police
Force, which I would say is second to
none In Australia. The people of this
State should be proud of this department.
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As far das the jewellers are concerned,
I have alteady made some comment on
this matter. I might 5ay they are coming
to see me and the commissioner next
week. The member for Swan referred to
private police forces, which apparently he
considers the jewellers want in order to
overcome their problem. I do agree with
the honourable member on this aspect; I
would not consider a'private police forcr-."
we would not have one in this State; but
there is nothing to prevent these people
from having their own security organisa-
tion. We do have private security organ-
isations operating in this State, but we
would not consider for a moment giving
them full police powers.

Mr. Jamieson: They are in effect private
police forces within théir own confines.

Mr. CRAIG: Within their own confines,
yes, but their powers are limited.

I do appreciate the comments of ofher
members. I agree fully with the member
for Firémahtle. I know the difficulties
that crayfishermen have in protecting the
valuable equipment on their hoats, and
the proposed amendment doés make pro-
vision for a penalty when such equipment
is removed.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn made a
good point in drawing attention to the
fact that there are offences committed
under two Acts; that is, the Police Aect
as far as the boats. are concerned, and
the Trafic Act as far as the trailers on
which the boats are carried are concerned.
The same thinking applies to the Police
Act and the Criminal Code. The charges
could be lald under the Criminal Code,
but the process of justice is different, of
course. However, I feel sure that ‘the
commissioner will take notice of the com-
ment of the honourable member in this
regard.

Finally, I again thank members for
their support of the Bill, and I commend
it to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

) In Committee, elc.
Bill passéd through committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

KEWDALE LANDS DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Secorid Reoading
Debate resumed from the 17th March.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) [3.38 pm.]1:
Mr. Speaker, the Kewdale Lands Develop-
ment Act was ogriginally in the nature of
an experiment, as the Minister indicated
in his second treading speech, As far as
1 aiih able to judge, 1t has proved to be
dquite satisfactory, There were problems.
Some of the langd that was acguired was
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at a higher cost than was anticipated and
some of the development costs were a
little higher. However, this was not un-
usual for the type of land that was taken
over,

There are always problems when there
is an indication that there is likely to be
industrial development in an area, and
this occurred in the Kewdale development
area right back at the time when the late
QGilbert Fraser was the Minister for Town
Planning. As a result of the town plan-
ning scheme brought down many years &go
during the Hawke Government's term of
office, whenever there is any suggestion
that an industrial complex will be set up
anywhere there is a rush for land in the
area.

Speculation was carried on, in the main,
I think, by individual firms that were
anxious to get hold of a plece of land
so that in the ultimate they could expand
and rearrange their activities in line with
modern thinking, At that stage they
were paying up to £1,000 an acre for land
that one could swim on for half of the
year, and feed animals on Iush summer
pasture for the rest of the year. It was
planned to develop rallway marshalling
yards in the Kewdale development areas,
but this project was ultimately transfer-
red, as you probably well know, Sir, and
finally the area was reallocated to indus-
trial development. This was a good
example of how organised planning can
ald the community.

I do not think anybody would argue
against the need for organised planning,
and we were fortunate to have a master
plan which, no doubt, has been deviated
from in many aspects since it was first
proposed by Professor Siephenson. That
master plan laid down guide lines for
what should be done and what should not
be done when developing areas of land for
industry, housing, commercial purposes,
and, indeed, recreation. So¢o when the
guthority was created it had some back-
ground, which was a help, as a result of
the original planning of the area,

The development of the area was car-
rled out in concert with the local authori-
ties which, in the main, have been able
to provide service roads and assist with

drainage facilities to the satisfaction of -

the development authority. Indeed, of late
I think one of the engineers who formerly
belonged to one of the local authorities
concerned has been retained for this pur-
pose by the Eewdale Development Auth-
ority.

This brings me to the point that it ap-
pears to me that the organisation which is
proposed to be set up under this new legis-~
lation embracing the whole of the Btate
would need far more than the supervision
of the few men who are allocated to the
present committee because of thelr posi-
tlons in the Treasury Department, the
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Lands Department, the Department of In.
dustrial Development, and the like. I be-
lieve it will be a full-time job for not only
an administrator but also some sort of
essential committee to watch over this de-
velopment. This will be & job that proba-
bly could be carried out in concert with
the Town Planning Department, or an off-
shoot of the Town Planning Department.
It will have to have a full-time staff which
will, of necessity, have to he made up of
good and efficient personnel.

If this is not done, the proposed In-
dustrial Lands Development Authority
could run into trouble if it was unable to
attract the best personnel to development
areas. Sop far the Kewdale Development
Authority has been confined to certain
areas which are probably well inside 1,000
acres in the Kewdale-Welshpoal-Clover-
dale area, but this will not be the case in
future. The proposed authority will have
responsibilities from Wyndham to Albany
and Esperance, and these will require con-
stant observation and service on the part
of the staff of a department which will
apply itself specifically to the task of look-
ing after the requirements of industrial
fand in this State for the foreseeable future.

As it will be a department, I am sure
we all want to know what sort of organis-
ation the Minister proposes shall be at the
head, other than the honorary committee,
as it were, which will be the overall ad-
ministering trustee authority. It is im-
portant that we have some idea of what
the Minister proposes in this regard.

Are we ta conceive that as well as the
committee some other organisation will be
set up to have 8 hand in the development
of the areas? Apart from an engineer, who
would be essential? Would that organisa-
tion have its own plant? Is it proposed
that any such function should be the re-
sponsibility of this authority? If not, are
we to expect that it will be the responsi-
bility of the various local governing bodies?

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.7 pan.

Mr. JAMIESON: Having dealt in
general terms with the proposals, there are
8 few specific observations I want to make,
because of the development that has oc-
curred under the parent authority—as we
may call the Kewdale Development
Authority, I feel sure the Minister must
have been alarmed when he read in this
morning’s newspaper a report that two or
three arganisations, including the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation, are moving in right
alongside this area and more or less dictat-
ing what should be done.

The only fault I can find with this sug-
gested proposal is that it may run—when
it is not running in concert with the plans
of the Town Planning Board—in opposi-
tion to the activities of the board in many
ways and a little trouble could occur. Even
at this juncture I would suggest that the
Minister have a look at the proposals in
and around this area, because he becomes
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involved in it, and I asked him previously
to give particular consideration to includ-
ing another area, as all the activities of
of the Kewdale Development Authority
have now been completely cut off, How-
ever, some airy-fairy town planner sug-
gested that no access could he provided to
it. That was the reason given for not pro-
ceeding with the proposal, and therefore
another group of people on about 1,100
acres are left lamenting,

That tract of land is an excellent In-
dustrial development area which should be
retalned for selected industries. It could
also suit the needs of the airport so that
it need not even be bothered with the
activities in the general area, The area
to which I refer is right alongside the land
which is the subject of the original Act
and action should be taken whilst the pre-
sent development is being made. The
officers of the Town Planning Department
who keep on insisting that access cannot
ge a?é)st«a.ined to this land have rocks in their

eads,

This langd is extremely valuable, Even
if it were necessary to give some authority
to the Commonwealth Government to en-
able it to put an underway under the
Guildford Airport runway, as was proposed,
this would open up this area of 1,100 acres
and it would be more then an economic
proposition. There would be no problem
whatsoever. The position is that those in
authority are just not trylng with this
area of land. It is only seven miles from
Perth. Part of it was the area that was
under option to General Motors-Holden,
and there is a good deal of other land
available there. It would be a suitable
industrial area, and I doubt whether it
could be used for anything else. It cer-
tainly could not be retained for rural pur-
poses because one cannot obtain a license
to run pigs there now. Also, poultry
farmers have transferred their operations
. to places further distant,

Further, the price of land has gone
heyond that which one would expect to
pay for rura! land but not as high as for
industrial land, this no doubt being due
to the interest that speculators have shown
in this land. Portions of many of the
areas are used for market gardening, etc.

This indicates that the land is fairly rural. -

That aspect should be taken into con-
sideration, even if all this land will not
be used for a long while., The Govern-
ment should give & c¢lear indication
of its intention for the use of the
land in this area. No useful purpose is
served by leaving the matter in abeyance,
hecause the land is too close to the city
to be left as it is. It is very suitable for
development as industrial land.

Let me now turn to the part of the leg-
jslation which I like. Even though mem-
bers on this side are in the Opposition,
you, Mr. Speaker, must appreciate thaf
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we are pleased to be associated with
various modes of socialistic Iegislation.
When I first mentioned this matter to two
or three people they came up with the view
that it appeared to be socialism in practice.
If ever there was socialism in practice,
this one of creating an estate agency run
by the State for the express purpose of
dealing in industrial land is such & step.

I commend the Minister for Indusirial
Development on the step he has taken. I
do not think he has taken a greater step
into socialism than this one since he voted
in favour of widening the functions of the
State Government Insurance COffice, even
though that was on the direction of a
former Speaker.

This makes me think that sometimes
even Lang Hancock can be right, if I might
be pardoned for using the expression. I
well remember when he started The
Independent he said that one of the
reasohs he had done this was to give him
a say, because the Labor Party preached
socialism and the Liberal Govern-
ment practised it. He .made some
mighty comments in that newspaper. As
each year passes we realise how well he
was in command of the situation. How-
ever, 1 would be the last one to discourage
the Government from proceeding with
such a venture bhecause of Hancock’s
reasoning. I think it is high time that
such things as industrial land was orderly
developed, because too often have members
of Parliament been in strife with their
electors as a result of piecemeal develop-
ment of industrial land.

I think that orderly development of in-
dustrial land can only be achieved by a
specific organisation which has as its pur-
pose the safeguarding of the welfare of
the people in regard to aesthetics, and to
the prevention of nuisances from occur-
ring, so that areas of land may be de-
veloped to fit in with the overall plan of
development, not only for the metropoli-
tan area but also the country urban areas
as envisaged by the Bill

Mr. Davies: What about the occasion
when the creeping hand of socialism took
over the Geraldton railway?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. The Midland
Railway Company fell to the talons of
socialism in that case, and I say that, too,
was a mighty step. What concerns me is
that this organisation is to become an
estate agency, and it will not have any
real opposition. If some party is looking
for industrial land in the future, no doubt
it will approach the Department of Indus-
trial Development, which will direct this
party to the authority set up under this
legislation, to find out what is avsailable
before it approaches any private industrial
landholders.

What I want to know is this: When
this authority starts to accumulate funds
beyond its requirements, how w_ill the
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money be diverted to the Treasury? There
seems to be no machinery in the Bill by
which the Treasury can obtain the excess
funds. I know the Treasurer is interested
in this aspect, and if there is an accumula-
tion of funds in excess of what is required,
he will want to get the money. The Bill
empowers the Treasurer to invest the
money and to do other things with it,
but there is no power to enable him to
teke over any surplus funds. I envisage
that this large organisation will deal in
industrial land, and somewhere along the
line it should have the right to pay its
excess funds into Conseclidated Revenue.

Sir David Brand: If ever such a delight-
ful situation occurs—

Mr. JAMIESON: —the Premier will rush
through an amendment.

Sir David Brand: That would cover the
situation, but I can assure you there would
be some intervention.

Mr. JAMIESON: This is an authority
which will be empowered to agquire and
develop industrial land. Under the pro-
posal, land in the metropolitan area re-
quired for this purpose will be acquired
under the Industrial Development (Re-
sumption of Land) Act. As I understand
the position, land outside the metropolitan
area will be acquired under the Public
Works Act for the purpoeses of public
works. 'T think that is stretching the Pub-
lic Works Act a little too far. I would far
rather that this authority be given the
power to resume land in its own name,
subject to Government approval.

To suggest that land to be resumed for
the purpose of industrial development is
in any way a public work is well beyond
my comprehension. It may be to the
advantage of the public to have it done
that way, but I do not think we c¢an con-
strue it to be in any way a public work—
as in the case of land which is required
for Government offices, for roads, to meet
the needs of local authorities, or for re-
serves. When we stretch the powers of
the Public Work Act to cover the acquisi-
tion of industrial land, it is taking things
too far. No doubt it can be done legally,
but we should be more specific. We
should give the authority the right to
acquire industrial land outside the metro-
politan area under the Industrial Develop-
ment (Resumption of Land) Act.

Now that we have an authority it ig
just as well to tie up the lopse ends in
one neat parcel instead of having to de-
termine in the first place whether land
to be resumed lies, say, within the houn-
dary of the Serpentine Shire, so that a
decision can be made as to the Act under
which the resumption will be made. A
further difficulty arises if the land pro-
posed to be resumed lies within two shires;
in that event part of the land might have
to be acquired under the Public Works
Act, and part of it under the Industrial
Development (Resumption of Land) Act.
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This seems to be an untidy way of achiev-
ing a worthy end. I suggest that such
resumptions should be undertaken by this
authority alone, subject to the usual safe-
guards. My leader will say that on such
an occasion one necessary safeguard is
the appointment of an ombudsman to
ensure that everybody gets a fair deal.

I would say that, in the main, when land
is resumed most of the parties concerned
get a reasonahle deal. FEarly in the nego-
tiations somebody might be tossed around
a little, and I find that on occasions a pro-
blem arises because some people do hat
realise there has to be a starting point,
and there has to be an offer. In a pro-
posal to buy something I do not suppose
that the intending purchaser would offer
the zenith; he would offer the minimum
he is prepared to pay. In the main the
pecple do not understand this system of
bargaining and bartering; and they under-
stand only the fixed prices shown on tags
in the shops. When offers are made some
of them hecome concerned, but generally
when everything is reasoned out they re-
ceive a fair price. 1 agree with the com-
ment of the Minister that as soon as land
looks like changing from a rural classi-
fication to an industrial classification the
sharks come in, and they create all the
problems.

Of course, when one person gets a cer-
tain price, others in the same area
are not only entitled to receive the
same price, but should do so; and it is
then too late to safeguard the situation for
the future. That is why we must do it
now. I can forsee that this authority
may acquire a whole farming property at
2 place like Northam or Narrogin. This
would he a sensible action, The purchase
would not eat its head off because the
property would remain there for use when
required and could be leased in the mean-
time. This has not been done so far and
this hes been the problem in the near
metropolitan area. When it is known that
a certain firm desires to establish itself in
a particular area those owning the land
want to get a good cut out of the firm
involved.

Most people look at the profits and bal-
ance sheets of these firms and are deter-
mined that they should get a dollar or two
out of the sale of the land. Of course, those
who have owned the property previously
will pass the area later on and realise that
is where their houses used to be and will be
n little disgusted to feel that the land is
then being used by the firms involved to
make millions of dollars. That, of course,
is & human gttitude, We all adopt it.
We ownt & home and we believe it should
not be taken from us, If it is necessary
that our home should be taken we feel
we should get more than a fair price
for it. As a matter of fact, some-
times exorbitant prices are demanded.
However, in the main I believe that at
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least a good replacement price for a
property should be forthcoming without
any argument at all, if it is necessary
for the Government to resume it for in-
dustrial or any other development.

The Minister sald that near the metro-
politan area there are now not many sites
of big acreages available, perhaps with the
exception of the Kwinans area; that is,
areas of 50 to 200 acres. He mentioned
that this type of land was more readily
available in other capital cities. How-
ever, he failed to mention, of course, that
many of those sites available in the other
capital cities are much further out even
than they are here, although in some cases,
of course, they may have hetter facilities in
the way of sewerage services and so on.
However, such areas are not readily avail-
able in any of the other capital cities.

A perusal of the weekend papers of the
other capital cities does not indicate that
industrial land is readily available. Not
all of the advertisements include a price,
of course, but those that do, indicate that
the prices being asked are fairly compar-
able with what is being paid in the Eew-
dale area. We must bear in mind, of
course, that Kewdale is only sizx miles
from the city, but in the other capital
cities at the present time such indusirial
land is only available at a much further
distance from the city.

I believe it is most important that we
should disperse our Industrial sctivities.
It is high time the Government made a
real effort to encourage development north
of the city. The situation is becoming
completely lopsided. ©Our major sources
of work are to the east and south of the
city, buit our biggest load of residential
area is north of the city. This Is creat-
ing the situation referred to by the Min-
ister. Personnel are being involved In a
long haul to their place of work.

I know it is not possible for all to live
alongside the place where they work, but gt
least they should be able to live within a
reasonable distance of it. However, unless
some keen effort is undertaken to develop
an industrial centre north of the city,
things will get out of hand. Of course, I
hope we do not have the same experience
the Playford Government had in South
Australia when it established a few indus-
tries in Elizabeth, but was unable to inter-
est people in living in the town. However,
the situation has sorted itself out somewhat
now.

We did have much the same experience
concerning the EKwinana complex when
many of the Medina houses were vacant
for quite a long time beecause people did
not like to live in synthetic surroundings.
However, after having had the experience
of travelling long distances from their
homes to their places of employment, the
workers have now found it much more
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convenient to live reasonably close to
where they work rather than commute
over long distances each day,

Therefore I hope that very soon some
development is established north of the
city. Indeed, I hope that some of the
more noxious industries might be estab-
lished in the hills in the electarate of the
member for Darling Range, because such
industries would worry very few people—
probably only a few frultgrowers in the
nearby valleys, and such problems could
be suitably overcome by the Government
acquiring the orchards and vineyards so
that such orchardists and vignerons would
be kept happy, too.

This leads me to another problem of
industrial development north of the city.
It appears that the Lang Hancock organl-
sation has had some §00 acres under option
at Upper Swan near where the Caversham
Road runs into the QGreat Northern High-
way. If this development takes place, it
might be the start of an indusirial com-
plex in that general area, and I cannot see
why this should not take place. We must
be sympathetic and assist the people who
might develop industry to the north of
the metropolitan ares by providing some
form of port facilities which I understand
this particular group has been consldering
for some time in the region of Yanchep,
or thereahouts. It iz true that sc far no
success has been achieved. However, such
development is far better than the con-
centration of industries {n one area with
their assoclated smog problems and so on.
Once these industries are in a concentrated
area, the smog is hard to dissipate and
we would have all the difficulties which are
associated with such problems.

No doubt as time passes we will ind
parts of this legislation wanting. How-
ever, I think that probably the orderly
development of the industrial require-
ments of the State is the most vital con-
sideration when we are applying our-
selves to' the legislation. We will not
achieve orderly development if this legis-
lation is not passed. The Minister has sald
that other forms of urban development
should be left to look after themselves.
However, if we do not have organised in-
dustrial development, we will find the
whole harmonious concept will be spoilt
and the comfort of the community, to
which the Minister referred, will not be
as it should be.

The Minister anticipates we will require
over 2,000 new factories in the metropoli-
tan area between now and 1980; that is,
some 200-odd a year. This seems to be
quite a large number. As a matter of fact,
i{f you will allow me to do so, Mr. Speaker,
I willi digress for s moment to say that
it seems we will be making more provision
for areas for factories than for houses.
However, that is a subject of another
debate.
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If we are to have these 2,000 new
factories—some will he small, including all
sorts of maintenance and ancillary
factories and works associated with present
industrial development—then, of course,
this Is the time we must take action to
ensure such factories are comfortably
housed in the community. We must do
this for our own well-being.

The Minister mentioned that control of
this development was necessary, and then
he quickly corrected himself—] suppose
because of his anti-soclalistic mind—and
he used the word “management.”

The Minister used the words “manage-
ment” and “control.” I think the manager
is in conirol of an organisation, and the
management obviously would be in control
of the situation in this instance. The
Minister was only playing with words by
using one or the other.

One final point I wish to make was
drawn to my attention by local authorities.
Local authorities have become somewhat
concerned as they usually do when the
Government sefs up trusts which can
resume land. The point I wish to railse
is that of local authority rates.

The State Houslng Commission does not
pay rates on broad acres of land until it
has held such land for two years. After
twoe years it pays rates at the valuation
applying to broad acres. X the land is
subdivided into residential lots or business
lots for the complex which 1s being
developed, then the blocks immediately
become subject to the local authority rates
which apply to private residential lots. I
understand that arrangement was arrived
at hecause of some problems which
occurred in the days when my colleague,
the member for Balcatta, was the Minister
concerned. Since that time the arrange-
ment has gone along fairly smoothly and
the broad-acre rates have been paid in
Heu of what would have been the
apportioned rates on the property.

The areas of Canning and PRBelmont,
which have been associated with the Kew-
dale development, will not have any kick
coming. ‘Those local authorities should
not want this provision applied, be-
cause it is obvious that the development
will take place very quickly and the in-
creased valuations will far more than
offset the loss in the rates over the year
or so during which the development and
the sale of land takes place.

However, if the Government is to acquire
land in the future then that land should
be subject to rating, No doubt, land
acquired in the country will be leased, but
even if it is not leased and is held as a
parcel of virgin bush, then some rates
should be paid. The loeal authority should
not be penalised.

If land was acquired for some future
project In the Collle area then that local
authority would be in trouble. If has
already had enough trouble trying to pay
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tts way because of the Govern.men_t-held
reserves, both forestry and others, in the
area. If a private farm were taken over
it would cause embarrassment to the lecal
authority’s financial programme,

I suggest that the Minister look at the
situation and give an assurance in Parlia-
ment that if the authority is to hold land
for a long time, that land will be treated
along the same lines as that held by the
State Housing Commission. If a piece
of land was to be developed and sold
within a short period of time, I would not
press for any action, but if the land is
to be developed over a long time I feel
that local authorities are entitled to re-
ceive rates in some form from the land
being held. Obviously, the land will be
sold at a future market price and the
development authority will make sure
that it recoups its outlay by loading the
costs onte the sale value. Those costs
could include the rates which were pald
over a number of years.

I think the legislation s good, so far
as it goes, for the orderly acquisition of
industrial sites for future industries which
might come to this State. We will have

_problems, as is always the case with legis-

lation which gives the Government power
to resume property. This is not a singplar
problem of the present Government; I
think every Government has faced this
problem since the railways started to move
across America.

Governments are faced with the human
frailty associated with the loss of land;
and the problem of convincing people that
they are receiving a fair price from the
Government is in the hands of the ad-
ministration and the administration
officers. Those officers cannot give away
money which the State cannot sfford, but
they should be encouraged to give reason-
able, and better than reasonable, prices.
If that is the case the Government will
not have very much trouble.

Unfortunately, in the past there has
been too much Government direction to
the land resumption officers with regard
to the maximum cost of the project. The
officers are told that the maximum cost
of the project is to be X number of dollars,
and they must keep within that Agure.
Such directions have put the valuation
officers, and others negotiating with in-
dividuals for the land, in the position
where the valuations offered were not as
reasongble as they should have been.

That is the difficulty which has to be
overcome. If the land is to be scld for
industrial purposes, then a fair price
should be paid. I do not agree that the
full industrial price should be paid for
rural land but, as the Minister has agreed,
a price somewhere between the two seems
to be equitable.

If the authority moves in good faith,
particularly in the country areas, and buys
farms or orchards, there is no reason to
pay any more than a just price for the
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agricultural land it is securing, The au-
thority should not be a Father Christmas
to everybody; and, of course, if that was
the case it would get nowhere and the
Premier would for ever be needing to sup-
ply funds from the Treasury. I sup-
port the proposition,

MR. TOMS (Ascot) (4.37 p.m.]1: I, too,
want, very briefly, to support the proposi-
tion now before the House. The member
for Belmont, who has just resumed his
seat has given a rather wide coverage of
the subject under discussion. He went right
back to the start of the Kewdale develop-
ment and gave a comprehensive history. I
feel that most of the points touched on
are salient and I would like to emphasise,
perhaps, two in particular,

The first is, of course, that of town plan-
ning. When the authority does acquire
land, either near the metropolitan area or
in o distant country area, there will be
a need for consultation so that the set-
ting up of an industry in a particular area
will not have an unsatisfactory effect on
the residents.

It is apparent that one of the members
of the committee will be the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner and this, in itself, will

provide some safeguard in the positioning

of industry. I feel that we are, perhaps,
singularly fortunate that bigger mess-ups
have not occurred in the metropolitan
area, even though town planning is a com-
paratively recent innovation,

Several industries in the metropolitan
area are situated where they should never
have been allowed to start. The classic
example is the Rivervale cement works
which affeets many suburbs within the en-
virons of the factory.

On the whole, I believe Western Aus-
tralia has been quite fortunate that there
has not heen more chaos in the positioning
of industry in the metropolitan area. I
hope this will prove to be the rule in
country areas. Onece industry is set up in
country areas, we must expect develop-
ment in the way of homes for the work
force. Consequently, the positioning of the
various industries will be very important.

The other point I wish to mention was
made very well by the member for Bel-
mont. I refer to dealings in respect of the
acquisition of land, I hope that the powers
of resumption conferred upon the Public
Works Department will mean that people
are treated very fairly and not in the way
whiech applied, perhaps, to some of the
earlier acquisitions of land along the
Beechboro-Gosnells Highway when cheese-
paring occurred and . the people were
offered ridiculous prices, as the member
for Belmont mentioned.

I know of a New Australian who was
offered a ridiculous price for 3 plot of land.
I was afraid@ the Government of the day
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would use that price which the person
accepted as a lever against his fellow
Australians.

Posterity must pay for a great deal of
so-called progress and, as individuals, we
must be prepared to play our part now. In
the overall picture, hawever, we are doing
only the spadework, and the generstions to
g%sme will be those who will reap the bene-

They are the only comments I want to
make upon this Bill. I trust that every-
thing will be in accord with the wishes of
the Minister for Industrial Development. I
do not agree with all he does from time
to time, but I join with the member for
Belmont on this occasion in saying how
much I appreciate the socialist step which
is being taken by this measure. My only
hope is that he will have a few words
with the Minister for Housing in the near
future and perhaps be able to hring
stability to that sphere. I support the
Bill. :

ME. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [4.43
pm.l: I wish to pass a few brief remarks
on the measure. Its title does not truly
explain the purpose of the Bill or its
implications. :

The measure will have a wide applica-
tion, not only to the metropolitan area
but also to country areas. I do not have
a copy of the Minister's second reading
speech, but I took a few notes for my
own benefit. It seems he is endeavouring
to ensure that well located industrial land
in Western Australia is avallable at reas-
onable prices. In company with other
members on this side of the House I can
say that I wish other Ministers were
equally concerned about residential land
being available at equally reasonable
prices for an equally important-—or even
more important—and desirabe purpose.

The Bill seeks to establish an industrial
lands development authority which will
have even wider powers than the Kewdale
Lands Development Authority. I notice
that areas outside the metropolitan area
can be compulsorily acquired and, when
and if the areas are acquired, I hope the
Minister will bear in mind their location
so far as residential areas are concerned.
I hope that land acquired for proposed
industries in the future will be better sited
than industries in the metropolitan area.
The prevailing winds which blow over the
Kwinana industrial area carry various
smells, dust, and fumes into the Medina-
Calista area. These come from the super-
phosphate works, BP, Alcoa, the cement
works, and the new nickel reflnery, to
mentlon just a few, Purther north there
is the power house, the abattoir, and a
fellmonger,

Counfry areas are mentioned in the Bill,
and the Minister again referred to them
in his second reading speech. I hope that
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industry in country areas is sited so that

it will not cause the nulsance which it

causes in and around the metropolitan area

:;ld't particularly, in the Cockburn elec-
rate.

I have mentioned these instances to in-
dicate the nuisance which industry can
cause. With proper planning, I suggest
that indusiry could have been located in-
land, instead of on the coast, and the
housing areas I have mentioned could
have been located on the coast, instead of
being inland. This could apply to many
industries with the exception of the pow-
er house, which needs circulating water te
operate condensers and for cooling pur-
poses. 'There may be other indusiries
which require unlimited gquantities of sea-
water for similar purposes, but, generally,
industries could have been located inland
allowing access to the coast through nar-
row corridors. These corridors could have
provided access to the wharves, and dis-
charge pipes, and so forth, could have
been located in them.

If this had been undertaken, the thinly
populated areas of the Darling Range
would receive the fumes, dust, and smells
to which I have referred. I ask the Min-
ister to bear these things in mind when
any land is acquired in and around the
metropolitan area and in country aresas.

To justify my submission, I shall men-
tion the inconvenience in my own location.
As members know, I live in Hilton Park
and smoke and dust from the power house,
as- well as industrial smells, are blown
into my locality. We are disturbed at
night from the banging—for want of a
better word—which comes from Rheems.
A terrific noise is caused in the forging
of tanks for underground petrol storage.
When one has to put up with smoke and
smells during the day and noise from
industry at night, it does not take much
imagination to realise It is not a very
salubrious area in which to live,

Debates in Hansard record the objec-
tions I made to the establishment of an
industry in the Q’Conner area. The pro-
duct manufactured by the company and
the fumes from it were killing garden
plants and shrubs, If the member for
Geraldton were in the House he would
recall the circumstances, because I re-
member he objected to the product be-
cause its fJumes—even from an empty tank
—killed the tomato crop in Geraldton.
With the help of the Fremantle City
Counecil I was eventually able to bhave that
particular industry shifted.

Those remarks support my contention
that the Minister must carefully select
areas where the establishment of industry
will not interfere with the residents.

At the intersection of Preston Point
Road with Canning Highway, which com-
mands a high position over the city and
suburbs, one can see a blue haze which
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is carried on the prevailing winds over
pgﬁille. East Melville and even into Perth
1 .

The Fremantle area was mentioned by
the Minister, but unfortunately I did not
hear what he had to say. I got the im-
pression that he said there were two in-
dustrial lots in the Fremantle area. Natur-
ally, I am anxious to hear him elaborate
further on that, because the Bill says in
effect that these areas can be acquired,
and so on. I want to ensure that, as Fre-
mantle at{ present has only 8.9 square miles
of rateahle area because of land that is
owned either by the Commonwealth or the
State, no further encroachment is made
onn the area from which rates can be
acquired, I have in mind legislation that
was introduced to exempt Co-operative
Bulk Handling from the payment of rates;
it now pays a token amount in lieu of
rates.

My concern with this legislation will be
understood. In view of the comment by
the Minister when he was introducing the
Bill, I am endeavouring to ohtain from him
an assurance that there will be no repeti-
tion of the experience I have just men-
tioned, to the detriment of Fremantle.
gﬁ.h these few reservations, T support the

ill,

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Industrial Development) [4.52 pm.l: 1
thank members for their support of the
Bill. As could be expected, the members
for Belmont and Ascot referred to thils as
socialistic legislation. I was only disap-
pointed that the remarks were leit until
so late. We seem to agree on the prin-
ciples involved in the Bill but I can assure
the members the objectives of the Gov-
ernment in respect of this legislation are
slightly different from what could be
termed *socialistic objectives. However,
I thank the member for Belmont for his
support and I also thank the members for
Ascot and Fremantle for their comments.

I wish to deal first of all with the last
point raised by the member for Fremantle.
I cannot recall referring to any land we
wanted to take over in Fremantle. The
only thing I can recall is a passing refer-
ence to the prices at Fremantle and some
other areas that I nominated,

) t_’1:1'.r. Fleteher: I thought you said twa
ots.

Mr. COURT: I cannot recall teferring
to any specific lots in Fremantle, and I
agree that the area is so small that any
further encroachment would cause an irri-
tation noi{ only to the local member but
also to the worthy mayor.

The member for Belmont, who has
always taken an interest in this type of
legislation and development, summarised
the Bill extremely well and I am grateful
to him for the considerable interest he has
shown and the comments he has made
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because I was very anxlous that the Par-
liament should understand what was being
attempted with this legislation. I can only
repeat the assurance I gave; that it is the
wish of the Government—as it would be, I
am sure, of any succeeding Governments
—to acquire land by negotiation rather
than by resumption. However, I do not
want to hide the fact that in an extreme
case there is provision for resumption in
i’esgect of both metropolitan and country
and.

The member for Belmonf questioned
the wisdom of including the resumption
procedures under the Public Works Act.
I point cut to the House that the refer-
ence to this particular power is only "as if
it were a public work’. It is not suggest-
ing that this is a public work. In other
words, some legal machinery has to be
laid down and I think it has been gener-
ally accepted that it is better to have one
resuming authority than to have a number
of people applying different yardsticks and
different techniques. It has been the
practice, when resumption is required for
& multiplicity of purposes, to use the Public
Works Act machinery, which is fairly
clearly understood.

I repeat, however, that in my experlence
the most desirable ohjective is negotiation.
In most cases one can achieve a sensible
arrangement. Occasionally one gets the
odd case when somebody is not available,
or people are stubborn, or they think that
by holding out they can hold the Govern-
ment or a project to ransom. Only then
need the resumption machinery be used.
The whole objective is to make land avail-
able to the bona fide industrialist and to
avoid speculators getting land through the
Government's development or redevelop-
ment, as the the case may be. In other
words, we want to ensure that the land
is directed to the purpose for which we
intended it. By this means I am sure we
can achieve the objectives referred to by
the honourable member, t0 make it easler
for industry and the community to live
side by side.

I do not think we have done too badly
in the metropolitan area, compared with
some other cities, but there is always a
chance to do better, and I think we are
unanimous that where practicable through
early planning we can make it possible for
industry to live and work in harmony.

The question of town planning proce-
dures is adequately covered. I would not
like the impression to get abroad that
this authority could make up its mind
that it would rezone land and develop
it on its own initiative. Quite apart from
the fact that the Town Planning Com-
missioner is on the authority and would
not stand for this, if one takes the parent
Act and the amending Bills they provide
for the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority machinery to be used in the case
of metropolitan land, and for the general
town planning machinery applicable to
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the State to be used in other cases. There
is no intention, nor is it possible, that
the authority should ignore town plan-
ning procedures. If it wants some land
zoned industrial, it will have to go through
the proper machinery and it cannot by its
own resolution cut across the town plan-
ning procedures.

The member for Belmont raised the
question of staff, which is a very pertinent
question. We have endeavoured to keep
the staff to a minimum, There is always
a tendency for “Parkinson” to walk the
stage—

Mr, Jamieson: To take over,

Mr COURT: —and he can take over
from the legislation and the Minister if
we are not careful, However, we have en-
deavoured to keep this dewn to a mini-
mum. We have been fortunate in having
Mr. Jack Hodgson seconded from the
Department of Industrial Development;
he is gvailable for full time managemen{
and secretarial duties at the moment, if
reguired. We have also followed the pro-
cedure of wusing existing officers from
the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment and other specialist departments. As
we reach out and go to the outer
country areas more and more, we sghall
have to develop a skilled staff. I hope
it will always be a compact staff and
not just grow on itself, as s0 many
departments do. In my experience, if
there is & tight, dedicated, efficient staff,
a better result is achieved.

The remarks of the honourable member
regarding D.C.A's announcement and
Newburn have been noted. I have always
been interested in this Newburn area and,
as the honourable member knows, I was
very anxious that it should be incorpor-
ated Into our original design; bhut tech-
nical and professional objections ruled
against if and to date we have had to
accept the fact that it is outside the
Kewdale development area. However, the
point made by the honourahble member will
be followed up.

I think there is a great deal of merit in
this area being controlled to the extent
that we do not allow industries there that
would be Incompatible with aviation
activities and vice versa. However, thera
are industries that could exist right under
the aircraft path, for that matter, and not
be affected because of the type of nolse
and type of work that goes on within the
industry. I cannot give any undertaking
about it, but I will have it re-examined.

The honourable member raised a further
point concerning the accumulation of
funds. It will be a grand, glorious, and
happy day if this authority ever finishes
up in & situation with much money after
it has done its work. I think the present
machinery provides safeguards, because it
will be noted that in the flnancial clauses
of the Bill it is stated that the funds have
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to be applied by way of temporary invest-
ment as directed—not as authorised, but
as directed—by the Treasurer, who has a
representative on this authority. However,
when mention is made of having surplus
funds for distribution and payment back
to the Treasury, I think it will be like the
hoy who was asked for the core of his
apple and he said, “There ain’t going to
be no core.” As I see it, the work of the
fund will never end, particularly as we are
now expanding into regional and provincial
areas.

A query was raised regarding the Indus-
trial Development (Resumption of Land)
Act and its continuation. When the Bill
was first under consideration I suggested
that it might be a good time to get rid of
the old legislation; that is, the three Acts
referred to in my speech notes. However
on reflection it became apparent that it
may he desirable, at least for the tfime
being, to keep the old legislation current.
We still have some land which is dedicated
under the Industrial Development (Re-
sumption of Land) Act. That Act has
special provisions concerning the leasing,
mortgaging, and selling of land, which
have to be authorised by the Minister.
Therefore, of course, speculatlon is pre-
vented.

Some of this land will not come within
development schemes and, therefore, it
will have to be dealt with in isolation;
that is, land which is, in the main, already
dedicated for industrial purposes as well
as being dedicated under the Act. I e¢an
also foreshadow & situation where by the
effluxion of time—and we are not legislat-
ing only for today and tomorrow—we could
have the position where an area like Kew-
dale, or another development area, was
complete—fully sold, fully developed, and
in its proper use—and then through = set
of changing circumstances some of this
land could become available again, An
industry might cease to be economic
through a change in techniques and so
on; and it could be possible that the land
would temporarily come back into the
hands of the Government through the
Industrial Development (Resumption of
Land) Act. In those circumstances it
would be very desirable to have the Act
still available, However, I might be looking
too far ahead and it may be that after a
few years we shall find it is necessary to
wind up the old legislation.

A reference was made to development
north of the city. I agree that it is time
we started to get more industry north of
the city. There are one or fwo locations
that I, personally, would like to see de-
veloped. I would like to see a balanced
type of industry north of the city and,
here again, having control of some areas
means that we can influence and encourage
the right type of industry to establish, hav-
ing regard to communal interests and the
type of nearby residential development.

{96}
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The honourable member touched on
urban land and, as I mentioned in my
second reading speech, this is something
that is the subject of a separate considera-
tion by the Minister concerned and is
hardly appropriate at the moment.

The honourable member made a fur-
ther point regarding the early acquisi-
tion of rural land, and T entirely agree
with him. There are times when we could
go in and acquire a farm in a regional
area that is on the market at a reason-
able price and then, because we have pur-
chased the land prematurely and might
not need it for five or 10 years, according
to the local demand, it could be leased
back. This is a practice that has been
followed on quite a few occasions not only
in respect of farm land, but also other
land. The approach suggested by the hon-
ourable member is a practical one,

The last note I have here concerns the
question of local authority rating. I can-
not give the categorical assurance sought
by the honourable member. I appreciate
the merit of the case he put forward, and
1 appreciate the lrritation to local authort-
ties. If, as he suggested, we could bhe
sure that redevelopment or development,
as the case may be, was going to be under-
taken immediately, then there is no reason
to have any rating provisions because the
shire would very quickly obtain the bene-
fit of much higher rating values from the
redevelopment to be undertaken,

However where the land is to remsin
in the hands of the authority for some
years, the situation is different. I can
only undertake to discuss the matter with
the Treasurer to see whether we can work
out some understanding; because it can
be a heavy burden to a local authority if,
through fortuitous clreumstances, we
acquire 2,000 acres in a shire and, because
it was Government land, it ceased to be
ratable. I assure the honourable member
that I will have a lock at the matter and
endeavour to make some comments while
this session is still current.

I think I mentioned this when I intro-
duced the Bill, and I want to say it again
because there appears to be some mis-
understending. The land to be developed
by this authority will not be the only in-
dustrial land available. It could very
easily be that a number of industrial
estates in their own right will be devel-
oped. If somebody comes up with a plan
to develop, say, 1.000 acres, or 500 acres,
as the case may be, in his own right—
such as the Sorrento-Muilaloo plan—this
would be preferred by the Government.

This could still happen because indus-
trial land has a numher of peculiarities.
For instance, there are certain lands where
we can have light industries, such as
clothes-making, and that type of thing,
and these need to be established in a cer-
tion type of locality; whereas in another
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locality there would be land where we
can have a heavy industry. I can fore-
shadow a situation where there could be
a number of industrial estates developed
privately to 8 predetermined plan
approved by the local authorities and the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority,
These would be private developments ang
we would not want to get involved in them,
We want to be able to- get ahead of the
developments and get industrial land
located In proper relationship to residen-
tial areas.

Question put and passed.
Eill read a second time.

I'n Commiltee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
{Mr, Williams) in the Chair; Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

Mr. JAMIESON: I would like the Minis-
ter to give an undertaking that a printed
consolidation of this Act will be available
at an early date after it has been assented
to by the Governor. As the Minister will
appreciate it is a ridiculous situation when
& member is checking up on an Act of
Parliament and reads the original Kewdale
Lands Development Act and its amend-
ments and then has to chase up the In-
dustrial Lands Development Authority
Act. This legislation may be used by
people at an early date if the anthority
starts to move in various spheres. This
matter is not important buf if it is not
noted at the time it could become more
complicated when people try to read one
Act into the other.

It would be far better If a new print of
the Act were made, and I am sure, If the
Minister makes a note of it now and gives
us some sort of indication of the Govern-
ment's intention with regard to it, we, and
others who need i1t will be able to obiajn
possessfon of a consolldated copy of the
gf]ti after assent has been given to this

Mr. COURT: I am only too pleased to
glve the assurance the honourable member
seeks. I will confer with my colleagues
on the matter. I realise that as this Act
will now have State-wide application 1t
will be of greater Interest than the

rx)%clalised Eewdale Lands Development
ct.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 11 put and passed.
Clause 12: Amendment to section 8—

Mr. TONKIN: This clause, in certaln
circumstances, provides for compulsory re-
sumption of land. This causes me to
wonder why the Government fis taking
power to resume land compulsorily for in-
dustrial purposes when 1t 15 so reluctant
to resume land for public purposes. I

[ASSEMBLY.]

am led to belleve that the chief opponent
of the resumption of land for school sites
is the Minister for Industrial Development.
This means that the Government is ac-
quiring land for schools at about $800 to
$900 per acre, whereas it will acquire land
for industrial purposes at less than $1,000
per acre.

The figures relating to the acquisition
of land at Kwinana, which were glven to
me today, indicate that land there was
acquired—as far as my memory goes—for
about $800 to $900 per acre. Yet school
sites are belng purchased by the Govern-
ment for approximately $8,000 to $9.000
per acre. 'This means that the Minlster
for Education 1s obliged to use a large
proportion of his funds hefore he begins to
place & building on the site.

Under the administration of this Gov-
ernment there has been a tendency for
large businesses to be made larger, and if
there are little businesses in the way,
they are closed. If requested, I could give
several instances. I have in mind some
businesses situated in the Rockingham dis-
trict. They are quite good husinesses, built
up from practicaly nothing, but smallish.
However, they had to go in order to make
way for the larger businesses.

As far as I can see there is not much
protection for the little fellow, and if the
Government decides it will acquire areas
for the establishment of large businesses,
the small businesses will go hy the board.
Some people will argue that this is inevit-
able because it is progress and the little
fellow has to put up with it. That is not
my philosophy. I do not think we should
close some businesses in order to make way
for large businesses unless there is no satis-
factory alternative,

I hope that in the administration of this
Act due regard will be had for the in-
terests of the small man to the same degree
as it is given to the big man. I hate to
see small businesses put out of existence
hecause the Government is preparing the
way for some larger businesses to take over
subsequently. That is the concern I have
in connection with this proposal. I c¢an
see it is desirahle to have power to acquire
land as industrial sites to ensure, as far
as possible, that industry shall be grouped
in the proper places, like industry with
like, and unless there is some compulsory
power this purpose cannot be adequately
achieved. Nevertheless, I see danger in the
proposal and I am bound to express my
concern in view of what I know has hap-
pened in the past.

Mr. COURT: I have no knowledge what-
soever of how the Leader of the Opposi-
tion gets the idea that I am the one who
opposes the resumption of land for school
sites,

Mr. Jamieson: There must be a leak in
the Cabinet.
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Mr. COURT: From time to time the
Leader cf the Opposition gets the most
extraordinary information. The simple
fact is that he has really pulled a boner
on this occasion. As a matter of fact, the
best way to acquire school sites is to follow
the same course as will be followed with
this type of development; that is, to get
ahead of the field, so that when the time
comes to develop the land it is already in
possession of the Government.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not what you are
doing. You are allowing subdivision of
land to take place.

Mr. COURT: We gare thinking of the
future. If the Leader of the Opposition
is dealing with a few isolated instances at
the moment, I must plead not guilty, and,
in any event, those concerned would not
take any notice of me if I said they were
not to acquire the land for schools. If
they wanted the land for schools they
would buy it.

As T said before, the question of urban
land is another matter altogether, being
the subject of consideration by the Gov-
ernment, and the Minjster for Town Plan-
ning and Local Government will be intro-
ducing legislation in that regard in due
course. Therefore, I think we will deal
with urban land at the appropriate time.
I do not want to get it confused with in-
dustrial land, because they are two distinct
issues and the less we get them confused
the better.

The Chamber has accepted the general
prineiple that what we seek to do here
is desirable. The only point I want to
mention in reply to the Leader of the
Opposition is that I am not quite sure
about the land he referred to as being pur-
chased at $800 an acre. If he is referring
to the answer he obtained today, what
he says is not correct.

Mr. Tonkin: That is what it works out
at. )

Mr. COURT: 1 think the thoughts of
the Leader of the Opposition and mine
are at cross purposes, if it iz the same
question about which I am thinking. The
other day the Leader of the Opposition
asked for some information regarding
money that had been outlaid by the Gov-
ernment. In answering his questions, the
officers thought the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was referring to the amount of money
that had been paid by the Government,
and therefore the answer was that the
cost to the Government was nil. In my
answer today I explained that in the early
part of the project some money had been
paid by the Government for a deposit
and some for actual acquisition, but this
represented only a small part of the total
outlay.

Mr. Tonkin: It was 140 acres was it not?
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Mr. COURT: This was the fotal amount
of land acquired under the system em-
ployed. However, if the answer is still
ambiguous I would like the Leader of the
Oppaosition to let me know what he wants,

Mr. Tonkin: I want an answer to the
question I put on the notice paper.

Mr. COURT: We have given the Leader
of the Opposition the answer, because the
cost of land to the Western Mining Cor-
peration weas well over $1,000,000, but we
did not handle all the purchase money.

Mr. Tonkin: You did not tell me the
total amount of land acquired. You told
me the amount of land you acquired, for
which you did not receive the money in
advance—

Mr. COURT: I think the Leader of the
Opposition had better frame another set
of questions, or let me frame them for him.

Mr., Tonkin: Oh, yes, and give you &
Roman holiday!

Mr. COURT: No; so that the Leader of
the Obpposition will obfain a true inter-
pretation of the position. ‘The fact is that
we had no money and it suited us for the
company to put the money up and to pay
for the land direct. It cost the company a
egreat deal more than if we had been able
to purchase the land on the oapen
market, especially when people knew that
we wanted it for industrial development.

However, that is not the subject of
argument. I would like to feel that the
honourable member has the right impres-

. sion of the cost of that land.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 13 and 14 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 17th March.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.21
pm.]l: The Bill before the House, which
is quite short in content, seeks to amend
the Anzac Day Act which was enacted in
1960 and subseguently amended in 1964.
Very briefly, the 1960 Act was hrought
into operation for the purpose of regu- °
1ating the holding of public entertainment,
and particulary of extending the right to
persons to enter hotels during certain
specified hours on Anzac Day. The
revenue which is derived from persons
who pay for the right to enjoy public
entertainment, and from the right to
sell and to consume liquor on this day,
is paid into a trust fund. From
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thiz trust fund the trustees are autho-
rised to expend moneys for the bhenefit
of ex-servicemen who have served in a
theatre of war, and their dependants.

The governing section of the principal
Act relating to the extension of henefits
accruing in this fund is section 10. It
provides that for an ex-serviceman and
his dependants to qualify in this regard,
the ex-serviceman must have served in a
war in which Her Majesty or the Com-
monwealth was, or is, engaged. It is a
question of constitutional law, and also
a question of international understanding,
when a state of war js, in fact, declared;
or when a state of war is deemed to be
in operation.

In the case of Australia it has always
been the procedure that when the country
is at war a proclamation to this effect
is issued by the Governor-General
However, we have had examples of Austra-
lian servicemen serving in areas of con-
flict not covered by proclamation. T
would give a5 examples the entry of
Australian soldiers into the conflicts in
Malays and Malaysia in the 1950s, and
also during that period the entry of
Australian forces into the conflict in
Korea; and in recent times, sinhce 1962,
the commitment of Australian soldiers in
Vietnam. Notwithstanding the declaration
made by the late Prime Minister (The
Hon. Harcld Holt) in speaking in terms
of the Vietnam commitment that Australia
was, In fact, at war, legally Australia was
not at war at all. There was no declara-
tion. and no proclamation has been issued
by the Governor-General of Australia. So
the trustees of the fund have been unable
to extend the beneflts accruing in the
fund to ex-servicemen who have been in-
volved in these overseas conflicts in
Malaya, Malaysia, Korea, and Vietnam, or
to their dependants.

While some people and some commu-
nities in other parts of the world have
strongly dissented from the jfactum of
having Australian soldiers involved in the
commitment in Vietnam, I do not think
enyone would take the view that the ex-
servicemen who have been involved in this
and similar areas, and their dependants,
should be deprived of anv benefits flowing
from the trust fund created by the princi-
pal Aet which might he made available
to them.

So, on behalf of the Opposition, T would
indicate that the amendment in the Bill
to provide that the trustees may exfend
the benefits under the Act to persons-who
have served in a theatre of war or in a
prescribed area meets with our aporoval.
The principle of the amending Bill is that
section 10 is to be amended to provide
that the benefits of the Act may be ex-
tended to ex-servicemen who have served
in an orthodox theatre of war—that is,
an area which has been involved in war

[COUNCIL.]

as proclaimed by the Governor-General
of Australia—and in areas to be pro-
cloimed, and also extended to their de-
pendants. The Bill then provides for
regutations to be made whereby these areas
may from time to time be included. On
behalf of the Opposition I indicate our
support of the Bill
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.29 p.m.

Legislatine Cmmril

Tuesday, the 24th March, 1970

The FPRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) tock the Chair at 430 p.m. and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (22): ON NOTICE
1. LANDS

Ownership of Pastoral Leases in
North-West

The Hon. ¥F. J, S. WISE, to the Min-
ister for Mines:

{1> How many pastoral leases in the
Kimberley areg have changed
cwnership in the past slx years?

How many companies in that time
have taken over more than one
station in group ownership?

Will the Minister provide & list of
the properties which have changed
ownership during the past six
years, giving the names of the
former owners, and the names
. and addresses of the present own-
ers or shareholders?

In cases where share transfers or
share participation is involved in
the ownership of pastoral leases,
has any check been made to en-
sure that there are no dummy
shareholders?

(5) Where sales have taken place,
what tests or examinations are
made to ensure that equity par-
ticipation conforms with the pro-
visions of the Land Act as inter-
preted In regard to million acre
ownership restrictions?

On what grounds was the request

of the Roy Hill Pastoral Com-

pany to sell to a family group
interest, refused?

(1 Can this refusal be justified when
there appears to be no limits im-
posed on companies such as Aus-
tralian Land and Cattle Company?

(2)

(3}

4)

(6)



